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selves in an exceedlingly difficult, position. As
to price fixing, I am not going to address
nmyself to that subject now, because I un-
derstand that a Bill for this purpose is
comning before the House. With respect to
the finances we shall also have an oppor-
tunity of saying a few words later. How-
ever, to mny mind, and I cannot help im-
pressing it once more upon memnbers of this
House, the great thing is to find a. solution
of thle labour and industrial difficulty. If
only we can do that, then our State will go
ahead. if we cannot do it, Western Aus-
tralia must go back. Our taxation is bound
to be extremely severe. We have to find
money not only to meet the cost of aduminis-
tration, but also money for loans to help our-
soldiers. Money is needed in all directi.ons;
and, if there is no production, where is the
money to come from? Indeed, if there is no
production, where is the food to come from
that is required to maintain, our populatlin!
I have pleasure in supporting the adoption
of the Address-in-reply.-

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson debate
adjourned.

House adjourned 5.30 p.m.
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The SPEAIKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-FIREWOOD WORKERS'
DISPUTE-RELIEF.

Mr. GREEN (without notice) asked the
Premier: tins his attention been called to a
report in to-day 's "West Australian" to the

effect that he has not sent instructions to the
officer iviho is charged with the distribution
of relief to the unemployed onw the Eastern
Goldfields, and have the instructions been
sent since the report was publishedi

The PREMIER repliedf: Relief is being
distributed. The report in question refers to
some conditions relative to the matter, and
those conditions have been mailed to the
fields to-day.

QUESTION-BASE METALS
INDUSTRY.

Mr. MALEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Mines: a, Will he make a state-
menit to the House regarding the position of
the bl'se Metal industry arising out of the
recent con ference attended by him in Mel-
bourne? 2, Are not the Governmient of
opinion that the embargo placed by the Fed-
eral Authorities on the export of ore or con-
centrates is strangling the industry in West-
ern Australia, by reason of the absence of
treatment facilities Were? 3, What steps do
the Government propose to take to urge the
reioval of the embargo?

The MTINISTER POR MINES replied: I
regret tlmdc I am unable at this dtage to state
exactly what occurred at the conference in
question, the matter heing confidential pend-
ing representations being made by the vani-
ous State Governments. I am, however, in
a position to say that the deliherations of the
conference disclosed the fact that the entire
copper mining industry of Australia was
practically closed down owing to the sudden
collapse of the market upon the declaration
of peace. In connection with other base
metals the problem, so far as Western Ausa-
tralia is conberned, is evidently one of finding
efficient means of treatment locally. At pre-
sent we have to send inost of our. metals9 to
the Eastern States for treatment, which
means that we have to pay the freight from
Western Australian ports very frequently
after rehandfling hero, to New South Wales
for refinement, and then we have to pay the
ordinary freight charges from the port of
Sydney to the markets of the world. The
problem is a pretty big one, hut I want to
assure the producers of base metals in this
State that we are going to try to solve it as
quickly as we can. I have obtained some in-
formation from thle Eastern States regarding
the matter, and I learn that the establish-
nient of local works for treatment will re-
quire a fair amount of capital and careful
handling, otherwise there will be mistakes.
However, that is the only solution of the
problem that I can see for the base metal
producers of Western Australia, I assure
the hon. member that the matter is receiving
the careful attention of the Government.

Air. Maley: 'What about the embargo$
The MINISTER FOR MINES: As re-

gards the restriction imposed upon baise met-
als produced in Western Australia, it has
been flecidad as a matter of national pollcy
that these metals shall be refined in Ams-
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tralia. Undoubtedly that constitutes a seri-
ous handicap to the Western Australian pro-
ducer.

Mr. Maley: It means a nionopo~y to the
Eastern States.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not quite
that. There are reasons for that restriction
which I1 consider good and sufficient. How-
ever, the whole point is that the Common-
wealth Government should make some com-
pensation to the producers who are compelled
to pay double freight and double handling
charges in order to comply with the National
policy. Those remote producers should not
be called upon to bear the extra cost them-
selves. I have been assured that the matter
will be considered. As regards the removal of
the restriction, I am. unable to make any
statement.

QUESTIONS (9,) -AGRICULTU RAL
COLLEGE.

Report as to site.
Mr. GRIFFITHS askead the Honorary

Minister: 1, Has the report of the committee
appointed to incluire into the matter of a site
for an agricultural college been handed in
yet?1 2, if so, will he inform the House what
they have decided? 3, Has consideration
been given to the findings. of the Royal Com-
mission on Agricultural Industries, and will
lie indicate if the Government intend to fol-
low out the Commission 's recomlmendations?

The HO0NORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
Ne.. 2, See 1. 3, The attention of the Corn-
niittec will be drawn to the report of the
Royal Commission on Agricuteral. Industries.

Limitation of innquiries.
Mr. PIKERING (for Mr. Johnston)

asked the Premier: 1, Is a committee in-
quiring into the selection of a site for an
agricultural college? 2, Is it true that the
committee is conflinig its inquiries and in-
spections to sites in the East Province, within
20 mites of Spencer's Brook! .3, Why are
the Great Southern. and Midland districts ex-
eluded. from consideration by this twenty-
mile limitation? 4, Is it proposed to purchase
a site for an agricultural college by private
contract, or will Parliament be consulted in
the matter before the. State is conmnitted to a.
purch aset

The PREMIER replied: I, A- committee
has been appointed to advise on measures for
the establish meat of a State college of agri-
culture. 2, The committee is not in any way
restricted by the Government in the selection
of a suitable site. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4,
The whale matter7 will be considered by the
Government when the report of the commit-
tee has been furnished.

QUESTIONS (2)-WIRE AN]) NETTING.

War salvage.
Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary

Minister: 1, Is he aware that returned men
state enormous quantities of barbed wire,

wire and netting are stacked behind what
weme tine flibtingy fronts in Europe, as well
as at stations anti wharves? 2, Have in-
quiries been inade as to whether this would
be-suitable for agricultural fencing purposes
at a reasonable price! 3, If it is, will steps
be taken to endeavour to secure some of it,
so badly needed in this country?

Tine HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
It is understood that most of the material
referredl to is in poor condition. 2 and 3,
The Agent General was cabled in March
last, asking what prospect there was of secur-
ing galvanised fencing wircanid wire netting.
His reply indicated that prices were too high
for economical use.

Netting for settlers.
Mr. PICKERING (for Mr. Johnston)

asked the Premier: 1, What steps have been
taken by the Government to supply rabbit-
proof netting to settlers under the provisions
of ''The Vermin Act, 1918"'? 2, When will
such netting be so available? -

The PRE'MIER replied: 1, Inquiries have
been made in the Eastern States and in Lon-
dIon in tile matter of obtaining supplies of
rabbit-proof netting. 2, In view of the re-
plies received, it is not considered to be in
the best interests of the farmer to purchase
at the present prices.

QUESTION-RAILWAY FACILITIES,
EMU HILL.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Have the Government any
prospect of getting steel rails fronm New-
castle Or from Britain in the near future?
2, Is he awvare that the settlers of'the Ehan

.Hill district are suffering a heavy handicap
by having to pay extra freight over approxi-
matuly 100 miles on produce and goods to
and from Perth? .3, Are steps likely to be
taken to reniove this disability! 4, Will the
G overniment consider the possibiliy of in-
troducing a flst rate for these affected until
they can be linked up with either Bruce Rock
or lMerredin?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, It will be some considerable time
before rails can be excpected from England
or Newcastle. A contract was let to. the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company, New-
castle, in April, 1916, for 60 miles of 451b.
rails, and uip, to dlate about 29 miles have
beeq delivered. 2, 'Yes. 3, The matter is
tinder consideration. 4, In view of the gen-
eral financial position, the fact that the pre-
sent rates are very low, and other places are
also affected, no, reduction can be contem-
plated.

QUESTION-QUARANTINE,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. WVILLOOCK (for MTr. Rocks) asked
tbe Minister for Mines:- 1, Was a report
received at the Fremantle Police Station to
the effect that on the 8th June several men
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belonging to the crew of the plauge-infeeted
steamship ''Cooeea" were put ashore on the.
Victoria Quay, whore they mingled freely
with the citizens of this State! 2, If so,
was any action taken against the person
or persons responsible for so serious a breach
of the quarantine laws! 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. About 10 p.m., on the 7th June, the
a.s. ''Coome'' broke away from her mfoor-
ings at the No. 2 Buoy, and the police
telephoned the signal station and asked the
officer on duty to advise the Harbour Trust,
after which the matter was attended to by
thle Chief Harbour Master. The following
day the shore lines carried away, and a boat
was lowered fromt the ''Oooee'' and fresh
lines taken ashore by umenbers of the crew,
who made the lines fast to the Victoria
Quay and returned immediately to the ship.
This action was necessary for the safety of
the vessel. 2, The ship was under Federal
quarantine control and a quarantine officer
was on board. 3, The matter is one for the
Federal authorities.

QUESTION-WOMEN'S LEGAL
DISABILITIES.

Mr, WILLOOCK (for Mr. Bocke) asked
the Premier: 1, In view of the announce-
ment of the passing of the old order of
tiings, and in view of the sacrifice and
suffering of womanhood during the past five
.years, is it the intention of the Government
during the present session of Parliament to
introduce legislation for the removal of the
unjust disabilities uinder which women Citi-
zens live, especially in the direction of
amending the Constitution Act and other
Acts to provide for women becoming eligible
to contest Parliamentary and municipal
elections, etc., and the amending of ''The
Marriage Act, 1894'' to give to the mother
a legal status over her child, equal with tbat
possessed now by the father only! 2, If
not, will the. Government assist the passage
of a private Bill designed to provide these
reasonable and just reforms?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The several
matters involved in this question will re-
ceive, consideration. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-MINING: DEVELOPMENT
VOTE.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the. Minister for
'Mines: 1, How much of the £50,000 placed
on the Estimates last session for the devel-
opmient of the mining industry was ex-
pended on the B0th Juhne, 19191 2, What
.amount of the total was spent on the pur-
chase of machinery? ,-

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, £8,352, and, in addition, the loans ap-
proved and recommended total £.24,740; but
this does not include all our commnitments.
2, £2,090.

QUESTION-STATE STEMMER
"KANGAROO."

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Minister
for Mines:- 1, When willI the ''Kangaroo'' re-
turn to this State? 2, Will the 'I'Kangaroo''
be insulated as was intended when the State
purchased it, for the purpose of carrying
chilled meat from Wy'ndhamn to Fremantle, in
order to bring about a reduction in the price
bf meat?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
The date is uncertain, and will depend upon
a decision as to whether it is to he insulated
or not. 2, The matter is now under considera-
tion, and the lion. member will be advised as
soon as a decision is reached.

QUESTION-FAIR RENTA.L LEGISLA-
TION.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to in-
troduced legislation this session for the pur-
1)ose of fixing fair rents for dwelling-houses,
etc.?T

The PREMIER replied: The matter is re-
ceiving consideration.-

QUESTION-COAL BUNKERS ON
FIRE.

Hort. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Premier:
1, Was Collie or Newcastle coal uised for
bunkering the s-s. ''War Climax,'' which ar-
rived at the port of Fremantle on fire on the
22nd June? 2, If neither, what coal was
used? 3, What coal was used for bunkering
on the. ss. ''War Admiral,'' which arrived at
Fremnantle on fire on the 30th July?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, An-
swered by No. 1. 3, The ship was consigned
to her agents, and it is not known what coal
was bunkered, although it is understood that
it was not Collie coal.

QUESTION-FLOUR SHIPMENT,
SHORTAGE.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Premier:
1, Is it correct, as reported, that on clearing
up the shed at the North Wharf, Fremantle,
after loading the s.s. ''War Duck'' on the
19th of February last with flour, it was dis-
covered that there were approximately 3,000
bags of flour less than supposed to have been
put into the shed, and on which payments
were made to the millers? 2, If so, who paid
the amount required to make up for the short-
ageI

The PREMIER replied: I, No; the report
is not correct. The position is that the full
quantity of flour supplied by the millers and
paid for by the Wheat Scheme, approximat-
ing 527,400 bags, was actually received and
correctly tallied into the grain shed at North
Fremantle; but the total ship's tallies* ex
shed showed a deficiency of approximately
2,300 bags in the clean-up. Several Imperial
boats loading from the shed have baa sub-
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stautial excess out-turns and allowances for
the quantity involved have already been ap-
plied for to the Royal Commission on W5heat
Supplies. 2, Answerel by No. 1.

QURSTION-PREEZING -WORKS AND
CHILLED. MEAT.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN asked the Prcumier:
When will it be possible for the Government
to bring to Freman tie tile first cargo of
chilledl meat from the Wyndham works to
enable consumers to obtain meat at consider-
ably reduced cost than obtainable at present?

The PREMIER replied: A cargo of frozen
meqt will be available at WyndIham in about
four weeks' time. It is impossible to -say

when a ship will be available to freight the
mecat.

QUESTIO-N--FIREWOOD, COMPANIES,
PURCHASE OF GOVER.NMENT RAILS.

Mir. GREEN (for Mr. Lambert) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, Has either of the
woodline companies carrying on operations at
Lakeside or JKurrawang at any time pur-
chased rails and fastenings from the Gov-
ernment? .2, If so, what wats the price paid.
and what were thie termis and conditions of
purchasel

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Prices ranged as follows:-
Roils, £4 129. to £7 10s. per ton; fish plates,
£4 32s. to £10 per ton; fislibolts, £4 129. to
£7 10s. per ton; dogapikes. £4 12s. to £15
7s. 6d. per toiiL Terms and conditions were.
straight-out purchases for cash, except a
quantity snpplied in 1900 to the W.A. Gold-
fields Firewood Company, which were paid
for by the supply of water by the company to
the departument.

QUESTION-INCOME TAX
RE.MISSIONS.

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr. Johnston)
asked the Premier: 1, Does the State Toxa-
tion Departuient, is assessing incomes for
taxation, make any remission to taxpayers
for amounts bona fide paid to medical prac-
titioners and for hospital fees for depend-
ants? 2, If not, will the Government grant
exemption from taxation for seh charges
in future?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The Act
in its present form does not permit of any
su1ch exemption.

QUESTION-DAIRY FAR-MING AND
CHILD LABOUR.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Has his attention been drawn
to tihe paragraph appearing in the ''Sun-
day Times" of the 27th inst., stating that
conditions of chbild slavery 'exist at the
dairy farms on the Stirling estate in the
Capel district? 2, In view of the serious-
nes of the charge, will .he take immediate

stops to have the matter thoroughly inves-
tigated, with a view to its disproval or
verification? 3, In the event of its dis-
proval, will he take the earliest opportunityr
to~ have due prominence given thereto, and,
in the event of its verification, will he take
immediate steps to bring about better con-
dijions3 '

'the HONORAR.Y MINISTER replied: I.,
No. 2, If specific charges are made the Gov-
ernu-.ent will make inquiries.

QUESTION-F OOD SUPPLIES,
PHILLIPS RIVER .

Mr. HUDSON' asked the Premier:
Whether any, and, if so, what arrangemnts
have been made to provide foodstuffs for the
residents of the Phillips River district,
whose ineans of supply hav6 been suspended
in consequence of the seamen's strike?

The PREMIER replied: Arrangements
were mnde wvith the owners of the "Silver
Star" to ship 40 tens of commodities fr-om
Alhany to itavensthorpe, and to have these
distributed by the manager of the S tate
sfllelters at the increased cost involved. The
local business people declined the offer be-
canine Of the alleged excessive cost. Many
of the lines required by the people of Ray-
ensthorpe are not obtainable in, the State.

*QUESTION-S4UPEHPHOSPHATE,
COST;

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary Min-
ister: 1, .1a --he-. aware that a report in an
Eastern States newspaper states that the
VTictorian Farmers' Union manufactured sup-
'emphosphate last season at £2 is. per tea?
2, Can lie explain why superphosphate costs
£E6 here, and £M is. in Victoria, to place on
the respective mnarkets?

The HO.NORARY MINISTER replied:
1.. According to the official1 list of registered
fertilisers, published by the Department of
*Agriulturb, Victoria, there is no registered
brand of superphosphate being sold at £3 7s '
a ton, There is, however, a Victorian plies-
pliste sold at £3 s.. 6d. per ton, and this I .s
'evidently what is referred to; it is, however,
quite different from a superphosphate. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
On motion by the Premier, ordered: That

the 'House, unleis otherwise ordered, shall
imient for the despatch of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 4.30
p.m., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if neces-
sary; and, if requisite, from 7.30 pan. on-
wards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
.PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
buisiness shall take precedence Of all Motions
and Orders of the Day.
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COMMITTEES FOR TEE SESSION.
On motion by the Premier, Sessional Corn-

niittees wore appointed as follows:-
Library Committee-Mr., Speaker, Me.

Green, and Mr. Smithh.
Standing Orders Commiittee-M~r. Speaker,

the Chairman of Committees, the Attorney
General, Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Walker.

House Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Griffiths, Mr, Mullany, Mr. Nairn, and Mr.
o 'Loghien.

Printing lCommittee-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
O'Loghlen, and Mr. Smnith.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second flay.
Amendrnent--No-Confidence.

Debate resumed from the 31st July.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder):- It is mnat-

ter for rejoicing that for the first time in
five years Parliament bas re-assembled free
froin the terrible nightmare of war. 'Whether
the. terms of the peace settlement will bring
in a long era of peace or whether, as many
believe, they contain elements of future world-
trouble, we are all grateful that the tragedy
has at lust passed. Hon. members will feel
particularly gratified in that the restraint
necessarily imposed by war conditions has at
last been lifted, and we may look forward to
a session in which members will to a greater
degree perhaps than has been advisable dur-
ing the ])ast five years, exercise freedom and
independence. Looking back over the war
period, I think I may claim that the actions
of the Labour party during that time have
been such as leave no occasion for self-
reproach. It will be remembered that on the
outbreak of war we hkd in this State a
Labour Government who immediately an-
nou need that they would avoid the bringing
in of legislation of a controversial party
character. I think records show that for the
two succeeding years 'during which we re-
mained in office that promise was carried out.
However, I do not know that I should be
Junstified in saying that all other parties in
.this State forsook their party tactics during
that period; because I recall the fact that both
iii the House and in the country a campaign
was carried on which had for its object the
defeat of the Labour Government, a camn-
paign which eventually succeeded in removing
the Labour' Government from office. On the
formation of the so-called National Govern-
ment, the Labour party were invited to join
'the new movement. Whilst declininq to ac-
cept the invitation, we nevertheless intimated
to the head of that Government and to the
country that we would co-onerate ad assist
the Government in all matters of truly na-
tional concern. That promise has been faith-
fully observed. iringy the past two years
hen:- nmembers on this side of the Hfouse have
not indulged in anything that might reason-
ably be doeribedI as factious opposition. On
all occasions we have assisted the Govern-

mnent in the discharge of their duties, con-
sistent, of course, with adherence to the -pria-
cipdes for which we stand.

The Premier: You should stick to a good
custom.
-aHon. P. COLLIER: I propose to stick to
agood custom, beating inmind myobserva-

tions at the outset. That brings me down to
the close of last session. When the National
Government last met they had, so far as we
knew, the entire confidence of members
sitting opposite.

Hon. W, C. Angiviin: As shown by their
vote.

Rion. P. COLLIER: One, however, is ait a
loss to know where to begin just now. I am
so amazed when I look around that aide of
thle' House, I scarcely knew what has hap-
pened dluring the recess. It is unfortunate
that the Premier has not taken the country
into his confidence by delivering a pre-ses-
sionni speech. -Had hie done so we would
he in possession of mnore information with re-
gard to the intentions of the government than
we now arc. Having failed to take the coun-
try into his confidence in this respect, it
would have teen well if the Premier had made
a stntenment to the House.

Mr. Mollany: Do you not read the ''West
Are*traliani,''T

lion. P, COLLIER: I am not much en-
lightene~d with 'regard to the matter I am now
dealing with.

The Minister for Works: What about the
"'Sunday Times" and the "Worker"?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Having failed to make
a pro-sessional speech it would have been well
it the.Premier had on the opening day, or
certainly to-day, taken the opportunilty of
mnaking a statement to the House, at least
informing us how it' comes to pass that he
occupies the position of head of the Govern-
ment at the present time.-

Mr. Underwood: It would take too long.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know -that the

Premier was altogether staggered at the size
of 'the contract, but inerhaps he would be
staggered by the difficulties of making a satis-
factory explanation.

Mr. Mullany: The "West Australin" will
tell yon all abont that.

Rion, P, COLLIER: The "West Anstri-
lian'' has told us a good deal during the past
few months. It is necessary that we should
have some explanation. I am supposed to
speak to the Addiess-in-reply, and to indicate
in some way the attitude of this -party in re-
gard to the Government. I really think it is
n~ecessary or would be advisable for the Pre-
inier first of all to explain the situation.

Mr. Underwood: He is a worker, not a
talker.

Hon; P. COLLIER: Unfortunately the
work of this House consists of talking. it
would, therefore, he necessary- for the Pre-
inier to tackle work of that description so
that we might be enlightened as to what had
hiannened during the recess._

Mr. Underwood:, Youi will never get to the
bott om of that:-i..

26



[5 AUGUST, 1919.]

Hon. P . COLLIER: Failing the Premier,
will the member for Moore (Sir Henry Le-
floy) enlighten lis!

The Premier: Why not the member for
Pilbar ral

Hon. P. COLLIER: I bare no doubt the
member for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) will
avail himiself of the opportunity afforded on
'the Address-in-reply to give some information
upon the subject.

Mr. Underwood: Why pick me out?
Hfon. P. COLLiER: When the session

closed seven months ago the member for
Moore was the head of a Government
having the full confidence of members
sitting on the other side of the House.
We find that as Premier he no longer
exists. Not only has the member for
Moore vanished front the front benches,
but in the interim there has also fioate3
across -the stage another Government,
which has conme and gone. We, there-
fore, have a now Premier to-day leading the
party on the Ministerial side of the Hfouse.
It is a complete. Puzzle to me, and a puzzle
to the people of this country. We have heard
a good dleal lately in r~gard to constituted
authority and constitutional practice, but I
want to know how it comnes about that Gov-
ernments can be m~ade and unmade behind
the back of Parliament. How dues it happen
tlhat a Government, which closes the session
having the confidence of a majority of mem-
bers of this Chamber-, has been removed by
sonikc secret catleus pni ty and another Coy-
oeminent placed in its stead without any re-
ference whattever to Parliament!

lion. 'J'. Walker-: Or to the people..
Hon. P. COLLIER. Or to the people

through their rep resentatives in this House.
Is that what the party opposite stands for in
the matter of constituted authority or eon-
stitutional Government? Is it not a fact
that the Government came into office for the
specific purpose of restoring responsible Gov-
enmnont? At all events that was the claim
made on its behalf before the country. This
is the manner in which, anparently, it has
been done. Fortenately we know through the
columns of the newspapers how the member
for M~Ioore w~as removed from his position and
tme member for Northamn placed in - his
etead: We have of course read how, at a
meeting somewhere after midnight in a dark
atmosphere, behind locked doors, and after a
struggle lasting for several hours, the hon.
memb er was eventually assassinated,

Mr. Green: At a, spiritualistic seance.
lion. P. COLLIER: On reading the ac-

count of that meeting I was reminded of my
school dlays when we used to play a game of
orages and lemons, in which two boys faced
each other clasping hands, while the sup-
porters of either -ranged themselves behind,
and a sort of tog of war took place around
the school ground. I can picture the me~hber
for Moore and the present Minister for Edu-
cation in that position with the supporters
of either hanging on and swaying around the
Premier's office during these midnight hours
when the member for Moore met with his

downfall. We do know that eventually, as a
result of 15 members of this Honse being
dissatisfied with the leadership of the then
Premier, he was compelled to retire. Fifteen
members of the Ministerial side of the
House said they were in a position to re-
move the hon. member from office, notwith-
standing the fact that only a few umoaths
previously he had the confidence of the
majority of members of this Chamber. Fol-
lowing that, they elected in his place as Pne-
jncer a gentleman who has never been a inem-
her of this Chamber, a gentleman who has;
never secured. the endorsement of the electors
of any constituency connected with this
House. His reign was very brief indeed,
lasting only for something like four weeks.
How does it come to pass, however, that a
gentleman who is not a member of this House,
the House that makes and umnakes Govern-
ments, the only House that can remove a
Govermuent, is able to form a Government
and carry on, and admiinister the affairs of
the State for a period without reference to
the people's representatives in this Chamn-
berI

Mr. Underwood: It was only for a, little
period.

lIon. W. C. Angwin: It might have been
-for a long one.

.Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but it was ap-
pareutly a mtere accident that his termn was
so brief. WNe are informed also that whilst
the party sitting opposite stipulated that the
present Minister for Education should obtain
a, seat in this Chamber, ad that this was
o*ne ottlke. conditions nnder which he was ap-
pointed to the ]ladership, the members of it
sat tight and 'refused to create a vacancy
for him.

Mr. Pickering: Providence did that for
him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Long before Provi-
dence came into the matter bon. members de-
terinined that he should at any rate not have
any of the seats held at present by themu.
The party he led had laid it down as a con-
dition that lie should obtain a seat in the
House, but refused to create tme necessary
vacancy to enable hint to carry out the stipu-
lation they had imposed upon him. That is
the way in which the party opposite transacts
its business.

TMr. Davies: They were subject to the men
in control.

Ho". P. COLLIER: Yes, subject to the
control of an outside body. I have always
thought that the Labour Party was the only
party in the State controlled by outside bodies,
but the events surrounding the elevation of
the present Minister for Education to the
Premiership,' and his subsequent retirentent,
prove coneldsively that there is a party in
this -State ctntroiled to a greater degree and
in a more east iron tnanuer by an outside ir-
responsible body than has ever been the case
in connection with the Labour Party. At all
events, circumstances occurred which forced
the present Minister for Education to resign
from the Prentiership. I believe it _was the
uttanintons request, or the wish, of *memberi
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sitting opposite that he should retire from
the Prenmiership, All were convinced that his
actions in connection with the trouble on the
rremantle wharf were such as to render it
impossible for him to retain that position.

The Premier: That is not so.
floe. P. COLLIEIR: I believe it was so. So

far as I can le arn the majority of those
who were responsible for his elevation to
thme Premiership had made up their minds
that he should retire as a result of his hand-
ling of that dispute, and of eou'rse the in-
ability of thme members of the Country party-
to fimnd a seat for the lion. gentleman came
along at a very opportune moment. It en-
abled the then Premier to get out of an
awkward situation and thus save being pushed
out, for that was the intention of hon. nicmn-
bers sitting on the Cross benches. But if
thle hon. member who now leads the Govern-
itient in another place, by virtue of his actions
in connection with the 'Fremantle trouble was
not fit to occupy the position of Premier of
the State, then hie ought not to occupy any
position in the Government of the country.
There is very little difference, after all, in
being as he was then on top, nnd heing second
in Command, as he is now. And those who
found fault with NMr. Colebatch 's attitude on
that occasion, and expressed the view that
he should be forced to retire from the Gov-
erment, cannot consistently support his in-
clusion as second in comnmand of the Gov-
ernment to-day..

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: You know the diffi-
culty they had in forming a Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and some mom-
bers in this House enjoyed the distinction of
Cabinet rank for a period of 25 minutes.
They were net even able to get their names,
placed on the official records, as they were
not sworn in. But thie main point is that-we
now have thle member for Northam as lender
of the party. What has happened during
the recess to change thle attitude of bon.
nmembers sitting opposite with regard to the
position of the member for Northam as
leaderI Do we not know that a majority
of the members on that side of the House
.have, in season and out of season, expressed
thmeir want of confidence in the present head
of the Government as an administrator?
What has the Country patty to say? What
explanation have they to make,? Their
leader has already spoken. He has practic-
ally, moved a vote of confidence in the Gov-
ernment. AUl lie had to say about the Gov-
ernment was that be "'as pleased that at
last we had a, gentlemlanl at the head of the
Government who was an optinmist. We know,
and everyone knmows, that when the Farmers
anld Settlers' Association came into existen11ce
as a political party they had their political
birth by virtue oF their condemnation of the
present Premier. Is it not a fact that fromn
onue end of the Country to the other Country
party members and their supporters outside
went through the agricultural IConstituencies
and denounced the present Premier's admnin-
istratioli of the Lands Department?-

Mr. Hardiwick: They have since realised
their iimistake.

Ron. P. COLLIER: If they have done thIiat,
why niot mnake a confession? The House is
entitled to know whether those hion. members
still retain their former opinion of the Pre-
mier or whether they have changed their
view, or whether the Premier has changed
and gone over to them. Do we not know that
when the Premier took office in the Wilson
Government in 1916 the members of the
Country party were so hostile towards him
that they stipulated he should not be given
the portfolio of Minister for Lands or Agri-
culture. The late Mr. Wilson's hands wore
tied. Hle could give the hon. member any
portfolio he liked, but not that of Lands or
Agriculture.

The Premier: That is not so.
Hon, P. COLLIER: It wras so. It was pub-

lished in the Press at the time.
Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

tei.-): You arc quite incorrect.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the hon. member

deny it?
'Honv P. E. S. Wilbuott (Honorary Minis-

ter) : I will.
lHon. P. COLLIER. We May expect the

Cock to Crow now.
Mr. Munsie: After the Premier's apology

for the Honorairy Minister we can expect
anything from him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, after the great
sacrifice the Honorary Miniister nmade we can
expect him to go to the assistance of the
Premier in this matter, It is, however, comn-
mon knowledge-anld I ventujre to say that
members of the Country party will not deny
it-that the present Premier was debarred
from taking the lportfolio of Lands or Agri-
culture in the Wilson Government in 1916.

Mr. Griffiths: Not Agriculture.
Hon, P. COLLIER: Well, the Lands De-

partmient. How else 'can the position be ex-
plained when we find that in the Wilson
Goefment tile lhon. member was given, the
portfolio of Railways and Industries, exceot
that the menlibers; of the Country party ob-
jected to him occupying the position of Min-
ister for Lands? ]n any case bon. members
will not deny that in this House for years
past they have over and over again expressed
their want of confidence in the administration
of the present Premier. 'If I thought lion,
members were going to- deny that fact I
wouldl bring iii a cart load of volumes of
"'Hansard" to prove what I aiu saying. One
could start on the first shelf and go through
all the volumes of "Hansard" and find de-
nunci1eations and condemnations of the Pre-
mier during thme period he was Minister for
Lands in this State. Did not the high priest
of time Country party tell the delegates at
the firniers and settlers' conferences year
after year that the present Premier was
responsible for causing misery and hardships
to hundreds, in fact thousands, of settlers in
the agriculturail districts because of what was
described as the reckless inannmer in which he
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placed those people there during the period
ho was Minister tor Landst Will the member
for Sussex deny that assertionl

Mr. Pickering: I was not in the House at
the tine.

Member: In the eastern districts.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps there was no

harm in the Premier ruining settlers in the
eastern districts. Having ruined hundreds
of settlers there he is now turning his atten-
tion to the south-west, and apparently hl.
members on the cross benches opposite are
willing that lie should repeat in the south-
west what they have stated he accomplished
in the eastern districts.

Mr. Harrison: That was in the dry areas.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Was it only in the

dry areas that hes w'as dangerous? if the pre-
sent Premier was able to pursue that policy
which resulted in sending men to areas where
there was not sufficient rainfall to ensure
successful farming, is it not feasible to say
that lie will go to the other extreme and
settle people now where there is too much
water, and where again they Will fail! The
facts stand on record in a thousand places
that the members of the Counitry party camne
into existence as a political party because of
what they alleged-not what 1 state-was the
foolish policy of the present Premier. They
built up their strength in the agricultural dis-
tricts, and they won seats fromn Liberals by
virtue of the alleged shortconmings of the
present Premnier. There is no escape from
that situation.

The Premier: They have taken your adl-
vice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I senn not asserting
that the Premier's policy when he was Min-
ister for Lands resulted in all these evil
things I speak of; I am oly) repeating what
members of the Farmers and Settlers' Asso-
ciation said at the~time, and I1 want to know
now hlow it is that a party which has for
years expressed the views which I have out-
lined can to-dlay be found supporting a manl
w-ho is now in a position of greater power,
and where lie canl work greater haon wit];
regard to land settlement than hie was able
to do in the years to which they 1,-ave referred.
Is it because sops have been thrown to the
Country party that they are DnW preplared
to follow the Premier, whomn they neta-

~horically kicked last year? Can it be pos-
siblc that members of the Country party have
been bought by the difference of between
s. and 9s. per day? Is that at the bottom of
the change of bell. nmembers$ When the
Labour Government Were in office and Inem-
hers of the Country party then gave a more
or less friendly support to the policy of
that Government With regard to land settle-
ment, it was charged against thenm that they
were selling themselves to the Labour Guy-
erment. In fact, Mr. Colehatch, the present
Minister for Education, questioned the atti-
tilde of the Country party members inl that
regard only a few months before the Labour
Government went out of office. He said-

Did the Cou ntry party stand for in-
creased taxation, which of the alternative

policies As the State to choose,, the Lab-
our policy of increased taxation or the
Liberal policy of economy in admlinistra-
tion? Mr. Gardiner said they would sup-
port Whichever party gave them. what they
wanted.

Ron. J. Gardiner: That is what Mr. Cole-
batch said.

lion. P. 'COLLIER: That is what Mr. Cole-
batch said the hen, member said. Mr.
Colebatch went on-

If that meant anything it meant that if
a Government were prepared to make coll-
eessions to. the farmiers it might be per-
nitted to continue in such financial mal-
administration as had chiaracterised the
history of the present Government. To
throw high political principles to the winds
for temporary class advantage was unl-
ivorthy of a great party.

That was the view held by Mr. Colebateli
in 1916. Are w-e to believe now that our
fiends on the cross benches, representing
the Country party, are prepared to throw
high political principles to the winds for coll-
cessions that they are receiving from the
Premiers Is that what we have come to?
If it is not, I shall be pleased to hear some
explanation from ]ion. miembers opposite. In
any ease the situation is truly extraordinary
when we find that in the short space of six
months, three Governments have been brought
into existence, behind the hacks of the people,
without reference to Parliament. Having
regard to the mannier in which one of those
Governments was displaced and another cre-
ated, I think the only wa y in, which the
tangle cnn be unravelled is by testing the
position of the Government at the earliest
opportunity. To that enid, mainly in the in-
terests of hll. members opposite, I propose
to submit an amendment to the Address-in-
recly which will enable members to explain
their position to the Honse and to the coun-
try, to explain what has brought about their
change of attitude towards the Premier.
Passing away from tme doings of the recess,
which constitute the worst degradation of
Parliamentary Government which this or any
other State has ever experienced, we are re-
minded that when, last session, the present
Premier moved] a motion of no-confidence iii
the then head of the Government, only two
members sitting onl that side were prepared
to support him. By their votes 24 members
declared they hall no- confidence in the pre-
sent Premier, but had confidence in the then
Premier. So far as lv know, the position
was unaltered right Up to the Close Of the
session. Then, during recess, in cauicus, be-
hind locked doors, that posit-ion was reversed.
It is such a reversal of form as calls for
the strongest condemnation of those main-
hers responsible for it.,

Mr. Maley: You always pick on us.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Only because the mem-

bers of the Country party have been so pro'
nouneed in their opposition to the present
Premier. Members of the old Liberal party
have generally supported the Premier in his
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land policy; they have not. shown that oppo-
sition to the Premier which meumbers of the
Country party have manifested. Therefore it
is incunmbent upon the members of the Coun-
try party to explain to the House why they
have changed their attitude. Coining to the
Governmvent 's policy, we find that, after all,
whilst premiers come And premiers go, the
same old futile policy of diit is to be con-
tinued- The policy of the Government, Asl
outlined in the Governor's Speech-could
anything more futile be rresented to Parlia-
inenit?

The Premier: We have hecard that, before.
Ron. P. COLLIER: It is true, neverthe-

less. Can the lion, member point out any-
thing in this Speech that is worthy of two
minutes' consideration?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: lucere is nothing in it
at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Take the legisative
programume forecnsted. Of the 14 Bills, all ,save possibly the first mentioned, are of about
tenth rate importance.

The Premiier: We have enough legislation.
Ron, P. COLLIER: Well, why not secure

supplies and get back into recess again?
Lest sessioni we were told that what the coun-
try needed w as sound administration. Day
in andl day out Ministers complained that
owing to their Parliamentary duties they
were unable to get into their offices. Yet
immuedilately Parliament closed, Ministers
started. fighting like Kilkenny eats, and they
have been so lighting ever since, engaged in
replacing each ether in office. Nothing else
has been d]one. There has been nothing but
intrigue, wire-pulling and the making and
re-nki ng of Governmenits.

The Preuier: You have no right to say
that.

lion. P. COLLIER: If we are to judge
of the work of time recess, then in the inter-
ests of the couni ry we should keep the Gov-
ernuieut here all the year round. Having
to present some degree of - solidarity before
Parliament, they might agree a little better.
Immediately they are released from their
Parliamentary labours they start fighting
each other. Their first act in recess was to
rush off to Melbourne. Half the portfolioed
members Of the Government went to Mel-
bourne and remalied there for weeks.

The Minister for Works: Quite unwillingly.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Unwillingly they re-

mained, but- it was unnecessary that they
should have gone inl the first place. It was
an absurd idea that it should require the.
Premier and the Treasurer and the Minister
for Works to deal with tinestioma that one
alon6 could have dealt with.

The Minister for Works: It was at the
special request of Mr. Watt.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Possibly so, but it
was not incumbent on the Government to
comply with that request. It is all very well
for Easteru States' Ministers, who can reach
Melbourne in a night, to go three or four
strong to a conference and remain. there for
a day or two, but it is quite a different thing

for Ministers who have to travel all the way
from this State. Could not one Minister have
taken in his pocket all the information inl r-
gard to works required by the conference, in-7
stead of taking the Minister for Works along
as well? It is absurd to say that one Min-
ister could not have attended to All matters
dealt with at that conference. To revert to
the poAey of the Government:- We have it
here outlined in these forecasted Bills-
tidriflywinking, unimportant little matters
which do not affect the people of the coun-
try in any degree whatever. The first Bill,
ceitainly, if it is conceived in the right
spirit, and with a genuie desire to deal with
the problenms of the cost of living, will be of
first-rate importance. But I have misgivings
inl regardl to its fate.

Mr. Davies: Rt will have a chance in this
House.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Yes, but after all it
will depend largely upon members of another
place. We ktnow that the one strong arka of
the Govt-innxent, who will have the respon-
sibility of endeavourig to secure the pas-
Fagea of the Bill in another place, was largely
responsible for the defeat of a Price Fixing
Bill in 1915.

1Mr. Munsie: And hie said he defeated it
on principle.

lion. P. COLLIER: -That is a matter of
history. Members on that side come hack to-
day fo the position we were in in 1915. By
the very fact that they recognise the neces-
sity for the Bill and propose to introduce it
they admit that they have been neglectful of
their duty in this regard during the past
three years. Mr. Colebateli does not believe
in the principle of price fixing, but believes
rather in the hiss of supply and demiand regu-
liting pricesi. He has declared that any at-
tempt to regulate the prices of commodities
is bound to fail. Has he altered those views,
or is he going to secure the passage of a Bill
in another place contrary to the principles
which ho holds? I do not believe that much
will anie of it. Mr. Colebatch, when the Bill
of 1915 was before the Council, induced a'
majority of the members of that I-ouse to
throw out the Pill. The cost of living is a
problem which this State is facing in en-
won. with other parts of the world. For four
years of war the Government of this State
have sat idly by and allowed people to re-
main at the mercy of iinsdrupulous profiteers.

The Premier: We have had the Federal
price -fxing.-

Hoen. P. COLLIER: The Federal price
fixing was a farce And was never seriously
attempted in this State. The Price Fixing
Commissioner appointed by the Federal Gov-
ernment was there merely for camouflage
purposes. He never attenipted seriously to
deal with the question. But even though the
Commonwealth Government had been dealing
wiith the question in a haphazard mannier4 .
th.'re was no reatson why the Government of
this State should not have supplemented the
work of the Federal Government in that re-
spet The Governmnent -say. they are anxious
to 'reduce the cost of living. Yet at a time
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.-srlen, in consequence of the difficulty of
securing fat stock from the North-West,
people are paying extortionate prices for
.their moeat supplies, we ]have had Government
ships idle in Fermantle harbour for wveks
past.

Mr, Davies: 'Whose fault is that?
Hon. P. COLLIER:. Clearly it is the fault

,of the Government, whlo are holding uip two
*.Ships rather than pay a iniectable increase of
Is. 202. per day to the seamen. That con-
cession, if granted by the Government, would
release those ships to-morrow. Do the Gov-
ernnent say that the increase is not justi-
-fied, that Is. 2d. per day is too pinch for the
seanieni If so, it is a different attitude from
. that adopted during the war towards the
men who man the merchant service. Then we
*were told from all i uartcrs that the men of
the mierchant service were'saving the Allies.

Mr. Pickering: Jellicoc said it the other
day.

H lon. P. COLLIER: And thousands have
-said it on thonsands of occasions. These
,menl, without hesitation, manned ship after

-sklip, even after being torpedoed by the Ocr-
*mi submarines, and( carried the commerce
and food] su~pplies of Great -Britain and her
Alliesq over all the seas of the world. Whea
the war was over, these nien said they should
at least share, to some riiall extent, in the
wvealth created and built up for the ship-
owner$. Bult what attitude do these National
Governments adopt? They say-'-'No; you
ecannot get it; we cannot afford it, or we are
not willing to pay you an extra Is. 2d. a day.
Rather than concede your demiands we. shall
tie up all the ships until you are, starved into
submission.'I'

Mr. Davies: They are adopting a similar
attitude to what was adopted by yon as Mini-
istor for RAilways.

Hfon. P. COLLIER: No such thing, and
the lion. mnember knows it.
*Run. W. C. Aagwin: Take no notice of it.

foin. P. COLLIER: The hon. member lives
-and muoves4 in a little circle, of the railways at
Midland Jinaction.

Mr. Daries: it is a very big onte.
11o1. P. COLLIER: The hon. member

'might -as well einjoy it; he will be there for
only a little while. The Government are los-
i'we a 'thousand times more by baying these
.ships idle than they! would lose if they con-
ceded whant is being askedl.

-lIon. W. C. Anlawin: They are paying the
officers now for doing nothing.

Hon. P. COLLIE R: Is1 it to be said that
thec owners of Our merchant fleet, including
'the Government, dennot afford 'an increase of
Is. 2d. a dlay to our seamen?.

Mr. Underwood: We hi-nd hy the Arbitra-
tion Court.

Ron. P. COLLIER-i If that were the atti-
turk of then Governmen-t, I could understand
it.

Mr. Underwood: But the Government have
no attitude.
*Hon. P. COLLIER:- That is so. If the

Governnment said-' We believe in arbitra-
tion and are not prepared to depart from it"

I could understand the position; but we know
that oa mitore than one occasion in recent
months the Governient have not stood by
thme policy of arbitration. If the Government
could concede practically all the requests
made by the tramway employees during their
strike, without reference to the Arbitration
Court, could they not do the same with regard
to our seamien? As a matter of fact, the sea-
men have a better claim to be dealt with
directly by the Government than had' the
tramway men. It was not possible for the
seamen to approach the -State. Arbitration
Court; they approached the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court in December last and failed to
secure wh 'at they believed to be justice. They,
therefore, have somec grounds for declining to
repeat their experience. Apparently the Gov-
erunnent arc anxious to stand in with the
ship.ring combine and allow the ships to re-
Maia iii port growing barnacles, rather than
out earning revenue for the State and bring-
hug down stock fromn the North-West to re-
duce the cost of living, to the people of this
State. I said the Government have no policy;
not a scintilla of policy have they with regard
to any of the important questions of the day.
Take the question of -finance,. What is the
Government 's attitude towards the financial
position of this State? So far as we can
gather from the Speech, the finances of the
State are in. a satisfactory condition. The
whole question is dismissed in four lines.
After drawing attention to the revenue and
expenditure for the year, and the deficit, the
Speech goes on to say-

Now that peace has been restored it is eon-z
fidently anticipated th* at the resumption of
normal conditions in oar great revenue-
earning departments, combined with the
general expansion of business consequent
upon increased production, will lead to a
gradual improvement in our financial posi-
tion.

That is all. - The matter is dismissed in
that light fashion in four lines of the Speech.
Do the Government not feel it incumnbent
upon thein to put forward some policy to deal
with the deplorable condition of our finances'!
Does the Preniier think we can drift on in the
present fashion, year after year, going. to the
had at the rate of three-quarters of a million
poondsl, without finally reaching bankruptcy?
Have the Government no0 ideas; h'ave they no
polleir or ))o proposals to deal with the situia-
tion? The Premier talks about production,
and about building. railways here, there, and
in. other places. Hof talks in nillions ,All
round the counltry.

The Premier:. You spent the millions.
Hon. P. COLLIER: No; your colleague

spent it. He was Treasurer. I helped hini to
a -certaini extent, but hie had control of the
purse.Miie .-

The Miitrfor Mines: All right, we
spent it.-

The -Premuier: It is still in the-pockets of
the People.-

Mr. Itfunsie: No; -you -have- taken it out
-smnce. -

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordlerl
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H~on. P. COLLIER: Can this State con-
ti-nue in the manner in which it has been
going during the last three years!

'The Minister for Mines: Can we go on as
we have been going' for the last three nmonths?

lio%. P. COLLIER: Can we go on as we
bave for July?

Mr. Jones: Cheer up! We shiall have a
revolution soon.

The 'IdIinister for Mines: You want one.
Hon. P. COLLIER: We have had a -de-

ficit of £1,050,000 in three years. It is use-
less to talk of -development, or any otter
policy, because it depends upon the finances
of the State. The Premier was not slow
to criticise his predecessor in office because
no attempt bad been made to deal with the
financial position, and yet lie meets Parlia-
mnent with four lines in the Governor 'aSpeech
to deal with a State drifting on to the rocks,
drifting rapidly to bankruptcy!

Mr. Underwood: In his own words.
HRon. P. COLLIER: Used so often when

hie occupied a seat on this side of the
House-

Mr. Underwood:. And he sat just about
where you are sitting.

Hon. P. COLLI[ER: Anti at a time when
deficits were very small indeed compared
viith the deficits at the present time.

r.Underwood: He was as dismal as you

lIon. P. COLLIER: No; he used to talk
about "Gone a million Jack.'' The present
Minister for Mines must have crowded
thoughts of the speeches he listesod to from
this side of the House with regard to his
financial administration, drifting and carry-
inq the State to ruin The Miinister for
Mines was a financial zenius compared with
those who succeeded him.

Iei Minister for Mies I will take your
word for it-

Hon. P. COILLIER: There are few people
who will deny him that credit. Compared
with those wino have succeeded himn he was a
perfect Rothschild in finance. 'He did man-
ago to carry on as Treasurer for five years
with an accumnlated deficit of £Z1,360,000, and
in the last year of office of the Labour Gov-
ernment the affairs of this rountry were
conducted with a shortage of £040,000.

lion. IV. C. Angwin: And we left them
goods enough to pay that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then succeeded the
party to which the Premier now belongs with
a deficit in 1917 of £697,000.

- The Premier: After paying your dets.
lion. P. COLLIER: The Auditor Gen-

eral 's report shows that the deficit woa much
smaller than appeared on paper after all the
accounts bad been adjusted. The deficit in
1918 was £705,000 and in the present year
£652,000.. For the month of JIuly the short-
age was £162,000, which would seem to indi-
cate that the Premier did not pay nll the ac-
counts that ought to have been paid in .T ruue.

The Minister for Mines: You know that
is not unusual. for *Iuly,

Ron, P. COLLIER: I know 'the July
deficit has always been large, but this is a

record for all the Julys that have ever gone!
bef ore.

The Prenuier:. Sou is the interest bill.
Hlon P. COLLIER:. The Premier talks

about having to pay £97,000 more in interest
for last year, but lie received an increase' of
£,180,000 in direct taxation over the previous
year. We are in the position now of having
to borrow, apparently for all time, three-
quarters of a million per annum. to aid our
revenue account, It would not be so bad if
that mioney were being expended in develop-
mntal work, which might return interest and
sinking fundl in future.

The Premier:- Hlf of it is invested in
sinking fund.

Hlon. P. COLLIER: It is adding a burden,
to the interest and -sinking fund from which
we receive no return. What is the Premier
going to do! R-ave the Goverement no finan-
cial policy?

The Premier: I will tell you later on.
lion. P. COLLIER: We should have- had

some intimation as to the Government's pro-
posals. The Premier apparenty relies upon
his policy of produce, produce, to eventually
ov,-rtake the financial difficulties of the State.'
The Railway Department plays an important
part in the finances of the State, and last
year the railways went to the bad, compared
with the previous year, to the amount of
£70,000. Whilst there was an increased rev-
enue of £50,000 there was an increased ex-
pen diture of 9120,000.

The Premier: Fifty thousands pounds odd
of that is due to the Arbitration Court..

The Minister for Mines: There is an ad-
ditional expenditure this year of £31,000 for
Collie coal.

Hlon. W . C. Angwin: That is not spent
yet.

The Minister for Mines: That is what
we are up aqajast already.

Hon. P. COLLI ER: I have instanced the
railways because of the important part the
s-stein plays in the finances of the State.
The party sitting on tbe opposite side of the
House-I am not referring to the uresent
Governeent-have shamefully negleted their
dut-y towards the Sta-te in the management
of the railways. In March of, last year thle
Government decidedl not to re-engage the
thea Commissioner of Railways, Mr. Short,
but to make a new appointment. After a
lapse of 16 months we find that the railwaysj
are still in the charge of tme acting Commis-
sioner. Tt is a shocking state of affairs that
public property costinig millions of money
should be permitted to drift along in the
charge of an acting Commissioner for 16
months.

The Minister for Mines: We have beent
actuated too much by sentiment.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I do not know to
what the hon. member refers.

The Minister for Mines: I think you do.
It is a difficult position to fill especially
when one tries to fill it from sentiment.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I do not beli~ve that
blame attaches to the present Government
for this delay. No doubt the choice that has
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to be made between the various applicants
for the position must be carefully considered.
Blame, however, moust be attached fromr the
fact that no definite action was taken to call
for applications until something like 10'
months had elapsed. As one who has had a
little experience of the railways, I hope the
Government will not allow sentiment to play
too important a part in the selection of a
Commissioner for Railways. I am ot opinion
that men in this State should receive pre-
ferenice in the filling of important positions,
all things being equal, and also that men
in Australia should obtain preference over
others who may have applied from over-
seas. At the same ime, I hold the view
that sentiment should not prevent the
Government from selecting the most fitted
individual to do justice to the position, hav-
ing regard to the important part that die
railways play in the finances of the State. If
the Government adopt that attitude they will
have my support, no matter whether sentiment
be introdneed 'and disappointed applicants
complain as a result of that selection. This,
however, does not get over thre position with
which we are faced, floes the Premier be-
lieve that we can carry on as we have beendoing? Does he believe that the State can
afford to continue going to leeward to the
extent of £700,00 a year?

The Premier: .I know it cannot.
H-on. P. COLLIER: Then what is the

policy of the Governmenit to meet this posi-
tion? What are the proposals of the Pre-
zuierl We shall] probably be told that the
financial. policy of the Government will be
outlined inl the Budget Speech. We have
heard that before. We know that very little
in thle past has conme of such promises. Ap-
parently the present Government are sipnply
pursuinig an attitude of helpless drift in re-
gard to our finances, just as Governments dur-
ing the past three years have done. I f
Ministers have given serious consideration to
the matter and have any proposals adequate
to meet the situation, this House should have
been informed of them in the Speech de-
livered by His Excellency. In a matter of
this kind wve should not hiave to make guesses.
If the Government do net wakb uip and take
serious hold of the position, they will be
compelled to do so. So far w5 we can learn,
we shall be faced next year with a consider-
ahle reduction in the anmount that will be re-
ceived from the Commonwealth anthorities.
The policy of the Federal Government is to
redirce the per capita payments by 2s. 6id.
per head per annum. That -will mean a re-
due ion of about £40,000 a year on the
amount received fronm the Commonwealth.
Instead of becoming lighter as we go on, our
difficulties are becoming greater. We are in
the position now of having to borrow mnoney
at on increased rate of interest to the tune
of three-quarters of a million a year in order
to pay our current accounts. This cannot
go on. Unless the Government come down
with sonmc drastic proposals to mneet the situ-
ation, nothifig hut ruin lies before this State.
Our friends opposite came into power with

a Ldefinite policy of economy. At the last
general elections it was stated that there were
to be amualgamations of departments, and that
economy was to be exercised to such an ex-
tent that taxation would be unnecessary.
Notwithsta~nding this, no economies worth
while have been effected. On the contrary,
there have been increases of expenditure all
along the line. If we compare the returns
of expenditure by the various departments
for last year with the expenditnre of three
years ago, we find that there have been in-
creases in almost every itemn, some of these
increases being very large indeed. That is
th6 manner in which the pledge given to the
people that economies would be exercised has
been carriedl out.

1Hon. T. 'Walker: It was upon that pledge
that they came into power.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have held office
uinder false pretences. Apparently they had
not the courage or the honesty to undo the
things they derrouae ' d when they were in
opposition. If there was one question mnore
than another which the Government were
uinder anl obligation to deal with, it was that
connected. with the financial position of the
State. That was the one point above all
others upon which they carried out a earn-
paiga of attack against the Labour party
during the years they were in office, and upon
which they pledged themselves to the electors
that, given an opportunity, they would restore
the finances to a sound position. Tb-day we
have confronting uts the deplorable circum-
stance that in three short years we have gone
to the bad to the extent of more than two
million pounds. Where are the critics of to-
dlay? Do we hear anyone criticising the finan-
ces? One seldom reads an article in our news-
paers pointing out the serious position of
the finances, or the manner in which the Gov-
erment have failed to deal with them. The
matter is smothered away and covered uip as
a thing which does not need to be dragged
into the light. Apparently they have reached
the hopeless stage of the prodigal who has
expended all his cash and cares not what
happens to him in the fulture. Quite a dif-
ferent attitude was adopted when the Labour
party was in power. The -first of the mouth
was never allowed to pass without the people
heinow reminded in the leaders and special
articles throughout the Press of this State
of the deplorable manner in which Labour was
handling the finances. To-day we never read
a line connected with the financial position of
the State.

Mr. Musie: The pajpers pay attention to
the finiances of Queensland. only.

Hon. P. COLLIER: To-day all that we
see is the comment on the financial position
of Queensland. The "Daily News" is very
much concerned about the financial position
of that State. It frequently points out that
the Government of that State are running the
country upon the rocks, and that there can
be only one end to it, and it was further
stated by a section of the Press, at the time
when the Queensland Government had a de-
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.llcit of £400,000 for the year, that the Stqte
would soon be bankrupt. In the same year
this State closed its accounts with a deficit of
£E700,000.

The Premier: Queensland has no slaking
fund.

HoD. P. COLLIER: No reference, however,
was made to our. defihit. Otter States have
no sinking fund either. We have a sinking
fund and bare to face the position as we
find it.. Unless the Government are prepared
to face it, sheer necessity will compel them
before long to do so. I hope the Premier
will indicate to the House and to the coun-
try what he proposes to do to meet the posi-
tion confronting us. It is incumbent on hint
to do so. The people are entitled to know,
'and this House would be justified in refusing
'to grant supplies until the Government an-
nounce some definite policy in this direction.
' Are we to pass supplies month after month
and year after year, and see the country
going bankrupt, without making an effort
to retrieve tie position? In this respect there
is an obligation cast upon every member of
the House, particularly those supporting the
Govornment. I know that the Premier when
speaking on the finances last year had Some-
thing to say. Hlo said-

I do not know what w,%ill happen to the
State if the present drift is allowed to con-
tinne. It should he regarded as serious
even by the Government?, and something
will have to be dlone to check it. There
moust be an cud to borrowing to cover the
deficit. We should do something that is
possible, and we Should do everything that
is possible to gain that result. To-day
there is really no difference between the
loan and revenue expenditure. We are not
spending much of the money we are bor-
-rowing on Jpublie works. It is largely
going to meet revenue charges. This is a
deplorable state of affairs.

The position is not less deplorable at the
present tiume.

The Premier: I have only just gone into
,the Treasury.
*Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not bold the Pre-
mier responsible for the deficit for the finan-

cilyear just concluded. That responsibility,
belongs to others . He cannot, however, evade
the responsibility of putting forward some
proposal to meet the future.

Sittingy suspended [from 6.45 to 7.50 p.mn.

Hon. P. COLLIERE: At the tea adjourn-
ment I was dealing with the disastrous drift
-of the finances,' and the apparent inability of'
the Ministerial party to provide a policy to
.meet the situation. Looking back over the
record of the financial administration of the
National Party, we See the mIost ConspiCUOUS
failure in the Parliamentary history of Aus-
tbralia. The fact that the National party,
meeting Parliament after seven months of re-
,cess-a period which they claimed from this
House last session in order that they might

,:be given an opportunity of" attending to ad-
-ministration and framing a policy to' meet

the requirements -of the State-do meet Par-
*liamient with no more constructive programume
than that outined in the Governor's Speech
a Ilords in itself a justification for a mnotion
of want of confidence in the Governmient, and
furthermore demands, in my opinion, that the
members supporting the Government should

'clearly define their attitude in this respect.
As I have said, Parliament has irhposed addi-
tional taxation upon the citizens of this couon-
ti-y to the extent of £C180,000 last year. and
that is not taking into account indirect taxa-
tion which has been collected in several direc-
tions. Notwithstanding those facts, the Gov-
ernument are bard -put to it to maintain the
deficit at the level it reached during the past
two years. If that condition of things is to
continue, where shall we find ourselves$ It
mens that every year there will have to be
imposed additional taxation amounting to not
less than £100,000 if the deficit is not to be
.icr-eased, if it is to be merely maintained at
its present level. Our interest and sinking
fund. charges. increase year by year to the ex-
tent of roughly £100,000; and in order to
make that good and prevent the deficit from
rising, the Government will have to bring
dlown taxation proposals or some other policy
which will return them at least £.100,000 a
year additional revenue, Is that a situation
which Parliament can face with equanimityl
If members are content to allow a. position
of that kind to drift on, they will deserve not
only the displeasure but the contumely of the
electors when next they go before them. Ia
fact, members are Shirking their plain duty,
and particularly hon. members sitting oppo-
site, in not insisting upon the Government
facing the situation boldly, fairly, and hon-
estly. Are we to have more taxation this
sessionl Apparently we are. We have bad
frobi the Promibr a repetition of the plati-
tudes, may I say, to which we have listened
in this House during the past three years,
that with the return of normal times and the
resumption of trade generally, we may ex-
pect things to right themselves. That is
'what the Government tell us in the Governor's
Speech. But that is a policy of hopeless de-
spair, a p)ohecy which can only lead to the
bankruptcy and ruin of Western Australia.
There is no getting away from the position.
To sit back in helpless fashion means that
in' the interm-r the patient may die. Indeed,
the patient will die, there is no hope of his
reovery, if the Government coosider that
such an attitude suffices to meet the case.
Thme Government expect, now that peace has
been restored,. '!a gradual improvemeat."
Very gradual indeed! Of "increased pro-
dluction'' we have heard before. Rot what
is the Premier 's remedy for the financial posi-
lionq 9If we may judge from the speeches
he. has been delivering in the agricultural.
areas of this State, we are justified in arriv-
lug at the conclusion that his only remedy
for the situation is that of increase .d produc-
tion. He has taken up the famous cry of one
of his predecessors, "Produce, produce, pro-
duce!''

Mr. Underwood: In other words, get work.
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' HOn. P. COLLIER: The hoe, member in-
terjecting expressed that policy more tersely
Some Years ago, when he advised aL certain
section of the community to ''get work."~
Dlesirable as it is to increase production in
the State, surely the Premier knows that no
policy of that kind is in itself sufficient. One
can not obtain an increased production of
wealh spontaneouIsly, nor can it be done in
a mionth or two, nor indeed to any consider-
able extent in a year or two. And in the
mneantime this country may drift on the rocks.
Even a ehecriul optimist cannot finance the
country without l.unds. It is not sufficient
to sit back 'in a self-satisfied way saying, as
the leader of the Country party has said,
''All will Ite well now because we have at
the head of the Government an optimist.''
Even upon optimists it is incumbent to have
some definite, concrete policy that will meet
the financial situation. That situation will
not be remedied by talking in a by-aad-large
fashion of nijilions. The Premier never makes
a speech without talking in millions. AM-
lions of imnmigrarnts, millions of broad acres ,
millions of pounds, thousands of miles of
railA ny. The lion gentleman said, "Let us
get this hind ot policy going, and that is
all that will be required." I. submit there
can be only one end to such a policy. Whilst
we are waiting for all. this development to
take place, the State is forced to borrow
money at a very high rate of interest in order
to make good the shortage on revenue ac-
count. In view of the fact that we are 11o
longer able to obtain funds through the
agency of the Federal Government but are
thrown upon our own resources, as it wore,
to go upon the London market or the markets
of the world for umoney, it is certain thdt we
Shall have to pay a very high price indeed
for any money we may obtain in the future.
It Seems as though every penny we can raise
by way, of both revenue and loan will be re-
quired to meet the services of the State and
to make good the deficit. We have reached
a stage when practically there will not be
available one pound of loan funds to carry
out any of the public or development works
that are required in Western Australia. All
that we can gather in from every source is
now required by the Government to finanice
the State from day to day. And that is the
position of a party who ranme into office with
the specific punrpose of straightening out the
finances. What explanation have they to
iaket What justification have they to offer
to the electors of this State for the conicen-
trated criticism that was directed for years
noon the members of the Labour party in
regard to their financial administration?
What explanation will hon. members oppo-
Site have to offer to the electorate for the
fact that in the short space of three years
they have permitted this State to drift on
to the financial rocks to the extent of mord
than two millions sterling? With an accumu-
lated deficit of over 31/a millions and S'om-
mencing the financial year with a shortage
of Li 63,000-a record for the month of July
-faced as we are with a position 'of that

kind, we are told by the Premier in four lines
to wait f or the return of normal times., If
the Labour Government were in office, if I
were occupying the Premier 'a position and
met the3 House in the circumstances existing
to-day, n~ith a, statement of that kind, I
shonld expect my party to be impeached for
incapacity, for lack of adininistrative ability
in the handling of the finances of the State.
Apparently the matter is of no more import-
aice than to warrant a casual few lines in
a passing way. In that way only ruin lies,.
I say again that on this one item alone I
would not be doing my dluty to the people
of the State if I did 'not take the earliest
onportunity of challenging the Government.
They deserve to be turned out of office with-
out further consideration, without even giv-
ing them supplies, for mneeting the House in
the tranner they have done. Let us see how
the Premier's policy of production is going-
to meet the Case. He talks of laud settle-
ment. Every hon. meniber believes that land
settlement is a good thing for this or any
other country. We are adl optimists I hope,
but whilst being an optimist I believe, if I
may so describe it, in a kind of Scotch optim-
lain, a cautious optimism-, and not that reck-
less whirling kindl that can express nothing
unless it is contained in 'millions. While
optimism is good, there is one kind that only
leads to disaster and destruction. The moan
who goes abroad borrowing money wherever
Ile can get it without regard to his ability to
pay the accounts when they become due, may
be an optimist as to the future, but he will
generally land in the bankruptcy court. Ap-
parently it is that kind of optimism with
which the Premier is endowed.

Thle Minister for Works: You are talking
like the Official Receiver.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If -there had been any
party or anyone in this State endowed with
the power of calling Parliament to 'book in
the samne manmer as the Official Receiver
has yower to deal with private: individnals,
-o

0 
would have heard from such a party

long ago.
Mr. Underwood: That is what the present

Miister for Works said about you.
Hon. P. COLLIER: We have talked of

production, but, as a matter of fact, pro-
duction in this State has been on-the wane.
It may be, urged, of course, that that bas
hco'i due to war conditions, buit a carefulT
analyc.is of the position will show that even
nllowing for the conditions created by the
wyar, production has been on the decrease.
We 'know that so far ats the mining indus-
try is concerned there has-been a tremendous
decrease in the output of gold. In tbe short
space of five years the -falling off has
amounted to a value of no less than 1%4
millions sterling- InL 15 years the number of
men emprloyed in the mining industry baa
decreaded from 16,O.QO to 8,000. The pres-
ent outlook of the mining industry,' I 'a~m
sorry to say. is blacker than it has ever
been in its history. I regret to say thst,
but it is a fact. The biiduist."y has played a
great part in the prosperity of the State
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during the past quarter of a century; in
fact, it has been responsible to a greater de-
gree, perhaps, than all the other industries
put together for lifting -the State into the
position it has occupied in recent years. It
is clear that we cannot look in that direction
for similar results in the immediate future.
If we turn to agricultural production upon
which the Premier stakes his existence, we
find that a similar regrettable state of at-
fairs exists there. In the past three years
the area under crop has been reduced by
400,000 acres, froin two millions to 1,600,000
acres. It will be said that that rrnduction
was due to the war and to the fact that
so many of our settlers were withdrawn from
their activities in that direction. But that
does not explain the whole of it, On top of
that we find that lend which a year or two
ago was under cultivation is now going hack
practically to its natural state. The area
of land which was formerly used for crops
and is now used for grazing, has increased
since 1916 from one million acres, to
1,900,000 acres, or an increase in three years
in the area going out of cultivation of
900,000 acres.

Mr. Harrison: Due to the value of wool.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that

in those years there has been such an in.-
crease in our flocks. However, that is the
position, and the Premier relics upon pro-
duction to bring the State out of its diffi-
culties. I admit at once that the Premier,
on outside appearances, seems to have gal-
vanised a considerable amount of lie into
land settlement in the South-West, partcu-
larly as it affects our returned soldiers. But
unless some restraining hand is laid upon
the Premier, unless hie is nmade to exercise
caution, I am afraid we will experience in
the South-West what hundreds of settlers
have experienced 'in the Eastern agricultural
belt. When the Premier was in thle South-
West recently he talked in the usual way
with regard to millions. Hle wants millions
of acres surveyed. Speaking at Greenbushes,
the Premier gave expression to these words-

He did not know whether thle country
wduld be willing to go the pace that hie
hoped to get, but so long as he remained
in power he macant to develop every n
dustry.
The Premier: Don't you agree with that$
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, The Premier

Went on to say-
The great necessity was to secure lad
for settlement and he had recently asked
Mr. Capmi; who was superintendent of
land settlement in the South-West, to
push ahead so as to have a million acres
of suitable land surveyed within a year.
The Premier: That is only a quarter of

what we did in 1910.
. Hlon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but you cannot
have your loaf and eat it. My friends op-
posite who are supporting the Premier say
that that was the great fault of the hon.
gentleman, and it would have been a good
thing for this couintry and for hundreds of
settlers if the Premier had not gone the pace

so much with regard to land surveys and
land settlement in the Eastern areas when he
w as 2Minister for Lands in a former aduiin-
istration.

Mr. Harrison: The areas were over-
pric ed.

Heon. P. COLLIER: And the present Pre-
inier was responsible for the over-pricing.
The mnember for Avon (Mr. Har-rison) will
hlave great delight in explaining to his eon-
stitents how it is he is supporting the Pre-
mnier who is responsible for the over-pricing.

Mr. Harrison: We reduced the price.
li. "P. COLLIER: The party. to which I

have the honour to belong was instrumental
in getting these prices reduced. Now we find
the mecmner for Avont signlising his election
to tile position of leader of the Country
party by mtaking rash statements of that
description. It was the Labour party who
introduced the Bill to reduce the price of
land. The lien, member's party bad nothing
to dIn with it.

Mr-. Harrion : I said we assisted.
Hoen. P. COLLIER: I know that the boa.

*member and others when travelling around
the agricultural districts give expression to
sentiments which convey the idea it was
their ifluenice which brought about the re-
fanction. Thle Premier went on to say in
his speech at Greenbushes that thle surveys
should have been done dluring the past four
years, but that the work had. been neglected.

-The member for Moore (Sir Henry Lefroy)
will note that remark. The Premier went
enl to say-

We should have to build roads and con-
strutct railways, inc-lug the one now be-
ing surveyed, to link uip Bridgetown with
DQpnrk and another from Bridigetown

-to junction with the Great Southern line.
In the one speech the hon. gentleman says
he wants millions of acres surveyed and he
Wnants to construct a line from Bridgetown.
to Denmnark and another 'from Bridgetown
to link up with the Great Southern railway.
There we have the incorrigible boomester
wanting to- survey umillions of acres and
build railways across to the Great Southern.
I understand that during the past few
months the survey of the line f rom
Denunark to Bridgetown has been in
progress. This is subject to correction, but
I understand it is a fact. The work is being
carried out in. the wbmte and in the wettest
portion of the State.

The Minister for Works:. They are all
right where they are working.

11on. P. COLLIER: How much is the ear-
mey gohng to cost? This is what the Minister
for Works had to say last year with regard
to the two propositions to which I have re-
ferred-

The survey of a line from Briilgetown. to
Denmark will cost from £E12,000 to £15,000

-and a rail way will require between
1300,000 and £400,000 to build.

On,the subj:ect of the other rojeet the Min-
ister for Works. ssid-

It is all very well to talk of connecting
Wilgarrup with Mt. Barker, but to build
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such a railway would cost between £600,000
-and £800,060.

So that, in one afternoon, the Premier spoke
of constructing two railways, one of which,
according to the Minister for Works, will
cost £300,000 or £400,000 and the other from
£C600,000 to £800,000. Taking the lower es-
timnate, there is a -million pounds for rail-
ways in one little corner of the South-West.
That is the kind of reckless talk in which
the Premier indulges. He outlined proposals
for thle construction of railways involving
the expenditure of a million pounds. Thea
he wants Mr. Cain,, to survey one million
acres in the South-West in one year. Where
is lie going to get one million acres in the
South-West?

The Premier: We snirieycd nearly four
million acres in 1910.

Eon. P. COLLIER: But you cannot keep
on surveying at the rate of millions each
year. Wh~at you surveyedl in 1910 is no longer
available. When the Premier speaks of sur-
veying one million acres in the South-West
in one year, it is pertinent to call attention
to the views of the members of the Royal
Commission on Agriculture, a body of highly
qualified men. Let me read whant they said.

The Premier: Read it all.
H0 ,n. P. COL3AER: I will read quite

sufficient. Here is thle paragraph in the Ooln-
,missioner's report-

Your Commissioners regret to report
that the South-West is a country of great
expectations and grent disappointments.
Ostensibly we bad 17,660,000 acres of the
State's territory to r-eport upon-an area
which we have always been led to believe
by common report embraced a large extent
of country suitable for agricultural selee*
tion, destined to be dotted by the hamlets
of future generations, aind capable of great
productiveness and expansion. On the con-
trary, we find that, after allowing some
three million acres as the probable per-
amnent reservation of our hardwood for-
ests, and deducting 5,820,000 acres already
disposed of, the official estimate is that
there only remain some 500.000 acres lit
for agricultural selection. Of the balance,
something l 'ike 8,280,000 acres, the greater
portion is poor and worthless ironstone,
poison ci utry, indifferent forest, or
swampy clay-pans. There may be, and
probably is, a portion of which some
future use may - be made for grazing pur-
poses, but, from the observation of your
Commissioners, extending over many years
in some eases, and reinforced by the gen-
oral experience of the Commission itself,
there is little grounid for any optimistic
reference to the bulk of this poor country.
The estimate of the remaining good cul-
tivable land may be-probably is-eonser-
,'ntive, but it is significant, and it has been
a distinct shock to your Commissioners to
learn that our agricultural heritage is of
such shrunken proportions. The only pos-
sible augmentation of our agricultural
areas in thle South-West would be the re-
servation of the karri forests for agricul-

tural seletion-a debatable step which we
set forth at a later stage in our remarks
onl the forestry question a; it affects agri-
culture.

There we have, on the one hand, the result
of a patient investigation extending over a
year or two by mnen well qualified to express
n opinion; as against that we have the, shall
I say? irresponsible statement of the Pre-
ruier at an after-dinner 'meeting. The Coin-
missioners say that half a million acres is
the limit.

The Premier: Not of their own knowledge.
Hll. P. COLLIER: 'the Premier is ques-

tioning the value of this report.
Mr. Underwood: The report of his o -wn

Commission, toot
lion. P. COLLIER: A 0oiuission ap-

pointed hy the Government of which he was
a member, It reminds me that this was the
compact made by the Country party. They
undertook to support the Wilson Government
onl condition that a Royal Commission was
appointed to go into the-question of agricul-
ture. Now, apparently, the Premier is pre-
pared to cast aside that report where it does
not mieet m'ith his ow,, views.

The Preinier: Nothing of the sort, but you
did *not road tile Whole Of thle report.

He,,. P. COLLIER: I-have readl sufficient
to sllow that in the opinion of the Connis-
ioners half a million acres is the limit of the
available land in the South-West suitable for
cultivation.

The Premier: You ought to consult the
officers of the department.

Rool. P. COLLIER: Whalt is the use of thle
Premier's trying to get away from a report
of this description? Where are the Premier's
million acres in the South-West? Unless hie
is carefully watched, he w-ill overrun the half
million acres referred to by the Contrais-
sioners and will send men out to settle onl
unsuitable land in the South-West, as, accord-
ing to the stateument of members on the Gov-
ernmnent cross benches, be did in the eastern
agricultural areas. And the Prme' pro-
posal f or railwvays in the ISouth-West to cost
a million pounds was endorsed by his col-
league the Ftomiorai-y Minister! That kind of
recklessness is not going to save the country.

The Premier: You told' the Federal Gov-
ernument we would be able to settle soldiers
in the South-West.

Hon. P. COLLIER: IF we fid we cannot
do what we said we could do, it is bettor to
come out honestly and confess it. If the
land is not suitable for soldier settlement, let
us say so, rather than send men down there.
Again, if the land, is not available, it is
better that we should say so.

The Premier: But you would not have said
it without knowing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No doubt thle Govern-
nment will be able to settle 14,000 men, be-
ca-use, apparently, under the policy of repar-
chasing estates, any number of men can be
settled by the expedient of buying out one
in and putting another in his place. That
roliey has been pursued to a considerable
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'extent in the settling of soldiers.' In mlany
cases the State has not added £1 to its assets.
iMea who have spent a lifetime farming are
being removed from their land in order that
inexperienced mnen might be placed in their
stead, the net result being a loss rather than
a gain to the State. The list of estates rae-
purchased in the South-West, as published in
the Press this morning, shows clearly that,
in mrany instances, that is what has been
done. -The Premier, of course, believing that
his policy is a sound one, wvill go onl settling
mnin anywhere, in that spirit of reckless
optimism which is a fatal weakness in the
hon. member's make-up. No doubt he will
return to his old love in regard to soldier
settleirent in the Souith-West. Does hie still
intend to attempt soldier settlement at Nor-

nalupI
The Premieri Ask the member for Kalgoor-

lie.
Hon. P. COLLIR.: The member for SKal-

goorlie is not responsible in this matter. The
wemnber for Kalgoorlie, after I)is pleasant
peregrinations in that delightful Fart of the
State, will, doubtless, give expression to his
own opinions. But what we are concerned
abbot is whether it is the intention of the
Premier to revive his proposal for soldier
settlement at Nornalup. Last year, when lie
moved the motion of no-confidence in the
men who now have confidence in him, he
made it clear that ho still believed Nornalup
to be the best part of the State for soldier
settlement. liTe said, ''dIn miy opinion Nor-
nalup is the best site in the South-West for
returned soldiers.'' Believing that, :tid being
anisions to do. the best for rettnned soldieris,
hie is in duty bound to make available. for
returned soldiers that. portion of tile State
which he believes to be the best snited for
the purpose.

Thme Premier: Every acre In the State is
available.

Hon. P. COLLi.ER.: But if ini the opinion
of the Premier Norualup is the best locality,
the Premier, in pursuance of his policy of
doing the best for the soldiers, will be
obliaed to send soldiers to that place.

The Premier: There is no question of comn-
puilsion. We can only make the -land avail-
able.

Ron. P. COLL]ER: But it is not left for
the soldier to say where he shiall settle. It
is the resrionsibility of the Government to
make available to the soldier land in the
beet areas of thie State. The responsibility
is on the Government to say where settle-
ment can best succeed; it is not upon the
soldier to find out for himself where
he can. make time best progress. There-
fore, I want to know 'whether the Pre-
mier is going to revive the Nornalup pro-
posal and send -soldiers there for settlement.
If he does, he will not have the support of
thle Minister for Works because that gentle-
mnan is not so. enthusiastic about Nornalnip
as the Prenier was and is. Referring to the
Premier's belief inl Nornaluip as a district
for soldier settlement, the Minister for Works
said the proposal was, an utterly fantastic

sehenme for dealing with what was a terribly
pracetical question. The practical mind of the
Minister for Works came to his rescue at
onjce, alid we may hope that that stern prac-
tical mind will exorcise a restraining in-
fluence upon the optinmistic make-up of his
chief, the Premier.

The Premiier: You would not hare me
down in the dumips, would you?

Hun. P. COLLIER: With regard to the
policy of railway construction, the Premier
ought to undlerstand, and tme people ought
to know, that the condition of thme State will
not permit for iany years to come any con-
siderable extension of our railway systemi.

Hon. T. Walker: What about thie Esper-
ance railway?

Hon. P. COLLiER3: I said any consider-
able exteasionm. The financial pbosition of the
State is dlue in a large measure to thme fact
that we are over-built in the matter of rail-
way comnstruetion. Whilst in 1908 we had a'
mile of railway to every 1.37 of tile popula.-
tion, in 1918 wve had a mile of railway to
every 89 people.

The -Premier: Golddoelds railways largely.
Ron. P. COLLIER: Those figures largely

tell the story of our financial condition.
Those railways are all over the State. We
have 3,400 miles of railway to serve a popu-
lation of less thaW7 320,000 people, and any
talk of building hundreds of mniles of rail-
ways in omme corner of the State is ab-
surd and out of the question. A sound policy
would not p)rovidJe for running railways
through great empty spaces as we have been
doing in years gone by, but would ensure
that tile land adjacent to railways was set-
tled first. That is the trouble in this coun-
try. One masy travel by our railways through
sonic of the richest portions of the State and
find little settlement there. Because of the
construction of these lines, maintenance and
upkeep have to be met, bnt owing to the
farcical amount of settlemnit there is not
the trade there ought to be. Instead of the
Government purchasing in the South-West
estates to the extent of 52,000 acres at a cost
of 119,000 to settle 13t soldiers, a sounder
policy would have been to introduce legisla.-
tion or a form of taxation to compel the

itilisatien by present holders of areas ad-
jacent to railways, or the relinquishing of
those areas to others who would utilise them.

The Minister for Works: We hove to find
land for the soldiers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We will in reality
settle the soldiers if we burden them with
an expense of £C1,000 per settler f or capital
cost. What sort of a burden is that for a
mnan to carry for the rest of his life?

The Minister for Works: it is costing
considerably mnore in the Eastern States.

Hion, P. COLLIER: There is not only the
capital expenditure, but interest and other
charges will have to be met by the soldiers.
They will be saddled with the cost of £1,000
with survey and other fees, and with the
£C600 advanced by the 'Commonwealth Gov-
ernnment, so that they will he handicapped
from the beginning. 'The fact that so far
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the Government have not felt it necessary to
put into operation those sections of tile Dis-
charged. Soldiers Settlement Act dealing with
compulsory resumption indicates that the
urea who disposed of 52,000 acres at a cost
of £;139,000, have been well satisfied with
what they obtained for their land. Particu-
larly in the South-West which has been
boomed so much, mejn will not readily or
easily part with their. holdings unless they
get a price to them entirely satisfactory;
and if it is entirely satisfactory to them,
quite possibly it will not be so satisfactory
to the men who will be settled upon it.

The Minister for Works: That does not
follow.

Ron. P. COLLIER: It does follow. In-
stead of talking abouit building more rail-
ways when the counitry already is gridironed
with- railways carrying little population ad-
jacent to them, and heaping heavy financial
burdens on the taxpayers, we should confine
ourselves to peopling the lands already
served by railways. Do the Government pro-
pose to introduce, land taxation proposals
this session?

The Premier: There are three taxes now.
* Honl. P. COLLIhbR: There will be any

numiber of taxes excepting those of the right
kind. The Premier dare not do it. The
support of the Country party, I believe,
would be withidrawn from him at once if hie
introduced fresh lanld taxation proposals.

The Minister for Works: If you are pre-
pared to assist, how far would. you go?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would go a good
deal further than the present land tax to
begin with. The point is die Minister and
Ilia colleagues will not move at all with re-
gard to it. They would borrow millions of
money to build railways in the South-West
rather than introduce taxation to force into
use idIle lands along existing railways.
.. The Minister for Works: The Comnmis-
sion had something to say about idle lands
along the railways. They investigated the
matter-

Hon. P. COLLIER: And found it to be
SO.

The Minister for Works: No.
Mr. Munsie: Their they liept their eyes

shut if they could not find them.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I have shown that

the Government are entire'y destitute of
a financial policy. We have hoard a
good deal. about industrial unrest. The
miember for Avon spoke of it and of the
influpences responsible for it-the extreme
sections on both sides. During the war.
period, were not the people of-this country,
in conunon with those in other parts of the
-world, told, by men in responsible positions
that there should be a new world for the
workers after the warl Where is the new
world portrayed in the Governor's. Speech?
No- policy of social..reconstruction.; no policy.
of industrial reconstruction; apparently Min-
isters are of the belief that we shall revert
to nre-war conditions, and that the people
will1 be content to drift along in the same
old haphazard fashion, 'Where is the evi-

den ce of a desire on the pars of the Govern-
inent to remove the anomalies which liave
existed hitherto in our social, political, and
economic life? Idustrial unrest is a demand
of the workers for better conditions, in-
stead of the Government, now that the war
is over, recognising the fact that in every
country in the world bik strides forward are
being made and will have to be made if we
are to have industrial peace, instead of bring-
ing down a policy which shows evidence of
seine imagination behind it-

Mr. Underwood:, Supposing we do not have
industrial peace, what then?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We shall uxot have in-
dustrial peace so long es men in responsible
positions shut thieir eyes to the causes re-
sponsible for the unrest.

Mr. Underwood: You did not hare it when
I wes with you.

lion. P. COLLIER.: Nb, we endeavoured to
pass legislation which according to our ideas'
would reumove much of the industrial unrest.
We were prevented frdm doing that, but
the present Government have come down with-
out any policy of social reconstruction.

Mr. Underwood: We passed an. Arbitration
Act, you knjow.

lion. P. COLLIER. And in the light of
the experience of recent, years, it noeds to
go lute the meliting pot. It is not an Arbi-
tration Act which the workers will accept
anti, so long, as employers believe that the
wdrkers should be content with merely A form
of industrial arbitration, so long shall we have
industrial unrest.

IMr. Underwood: Suppose we do not have
industrial peace, what then?

Hion. P. COLLIER: We might hnve an
undesirable conditioni of things; as the inemuF
ber for Fremantlc (Mr. Jones) suggd~ted,
we might have a revolution.

Hon. T. Walker: Pest is a dead state; we
can never have it. .

H-on. P. COLLIER: Men, holding the powers
of government in other parts of the world
have realised their responsibilities; they hive
realised that the, great inases of producers
will never he content to revert- to pre-war
conditions. Are Ministers unmindful of the
fact that in Europe there -are nations
with popuilatious. of 500 millions who have
thrown off old conditions, thrown off the
monarchy and revolted? Are they unmid-
ful that drastic,. far-reaching changes have.
been and are being effecte d in the whole of
the social -and economic -life of Great Britain?.-
One would expect the Govern ment to recog-
nise 'the part that the workers and producers
have played- in the international schemle' of
things. Are we not to have any contstitui-
tional refor-m in this country? Do not the
Government think the time has arrived when
the restrictions and disabilities iump osed by
our Constitution upon a large section of the
citizens should be removed? Is there no
policy of constitutional reform whereby a n
or woman shall stand on an equality as. a
citizen witb fellow Men and women, no mlat--
ter what his or her position in life may be?
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Is the old idea of restriction, that capital,
class and caste only are entitled to the full
rights of citizenship, to prevail indefinitely?
The Government should realise what is re-
quired at the present time. If they would
bring some measure of contentmnent to the
mlasses of the people of this State, they must
swee?' away those barriers which have existed
for so long. They hlave to sweep away the
restrictions imposed upon the citizens in re-
gard to the actions of another place. The
time has arrived when one House should be
swept away altogether. I do not care whether
it is the Council or the Assembly that re-
mains. This will be for tile people to decide.
I maintain that one Houlse is quite sufficient
to perform the dutties requiied in the govern-
went of the country, one Hoase elected onl a
brand basis of adult franchise. Let that
House which is the fittest to survive be the
one that remains, which ever that House may

*be. What is the policy of the Government in
respect to the restrictions tIhat still exist
upon our womenfolk hereT Have they any
ideas or policy in this connection? Are these
disabilities to continue?

The Premier: You had your opportunity.
Haon. P. COLLIER: We had our oppor.

tunities restricted by those lion. members with
whenl the Premier is now associated. We
could not doa everything in the few years that
we were in office. Indeed, the main charge
against us was that we were continually
breaking new ground, that we were emnbark-
ing upon unheard of programmes and policies,
and yet in three years' time nearly every new
path blazed by the Labour party has been
trodden by the Premier and those sitting be-
hind( him. They have come round to approve
of and endorse nearly everything they coll-
dermned th~ree or four years ago.

The MNinister for Works: Virtue is not
always its own reward.

Hon,. P. C0iTLTER: Look wh~ere we
will in this State, that is apparent..
In the old country women have been,
emancipated to a large extent. Let
the Government come down with a
really progressive and democratic form of
administration. Let them understand that
there amust be radical, drastic, and funda-
mental alterations in the state of society
in this as well as every ether counlftry. A
programme which provides only for puing
Bills dealing with fruit, eases, the endow-
ment of city landis in Perth, the D~rovinge
Act Amendment Bill, and others of that
kind, do not affect the daily life of thme peo-
ple. Of what value are they in this connec-
tion? If we passed millions of such incas-
pires of what use would they be?

The Premier: The meat supplies.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the one Bill

in the whole programmen that is of any im-
portance. Even there we shall have to'wait
until we receive it before we can judge of
its value. During the war period the work-
ers of this country, as~ well as of every
other country, have bean bearing the bur-
Aen. All legislation and administration
have been for the protection of the rich.

The rich have grown richer and the poor
have grown poorer. That is anl undeniable
fact. I put it to those, who have held cer-
tain conservative views as to the rights of
capital in the past,. that in their- own inter-
ests unless they throw overboard these idens
their own ship will sink. People talk to-day
of Bolsheviks and Bolsheivism. We have the
Tories, who stand against any change, the
oldt Conservatives, who wvant to sit still and
preserve the rights of capital and wealth.
These are the people who create Bolsheviks
at a greater pace than any other set of in-
ulividuals i the country at present. So far
as society is concerned, they are the real
Bolshcvik

Mr Davies: That is what Mr. Hughes
said.

Buol. P. COLLIER: If Mr. Hughes said
that he is quite right, and 1. ait glad he
agrees with me. They arc deing this, and
I was going to add that unfortunately Mr.
Hughes wase doing nothing to improve time
position. The Government should come
down with a definite programme of root re-
torn,, and sweep away these cobwebs in our
Constitution. They should start at the top,
and say that in future this State is to be
governed by one House of Parliamient only.
They should go further and say that in
future we are not going to hlave imported
Governors coming to our State, and tIhat we
are going to cut out expenditure of that
kind.

Mr. Underwood: That is settled.
Hon. P. COLLIER: .1 was not aware of

-that.

Mr. Underwood: I anm telling you now.
Honl. P. COLLIER: Having arrived at

that conclusion, let the Government then
say, 9We are going in for a root constitu-
tional reform; we are going to broaden the
franchise and say that in future no one
shall have special rivhts merely because he
is the owner of property.'' Let them recog-
mn the services rendered by the womenfolk
of this and every other country in the frit-
ish Empire during the war, and say that
these disabilities and restrictions which have
been placed upon themn in the past shall be
removed. Let thenm take steps to see that
the women arc rendered eligible to take a
seat in the House, upon municipal bodies
and roads boards, and other representative
institutions. In fine, let them see that the
sex disabilities are made to disappear. Let
the Government go in for a thorouvlhpaced
policy of protecting the producers against the
profiteers. Let them see in future that our
arbitration laws are 'amended in such a way
that consideration will be given not only to
what the worker can live upon, but also to
what the employer can live upon. If it is a
good policy that the worker should have to
go into court and place upron the table the
whole of his cards, give evidence ms to every
penny of expenditure that he incurs from week
to week and year to year in order to live,
and go into the most minute details of his
daily life, then it is also a good policy as re-
gards the employer. If a limitation has to
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be placed upon, the worker, let a similar lim-
itation be placed upon the employer. -Let
there be a limitation placed upon the profits
made ini the commiercial trade of the country.
Do the Government believe that the people
will. be content to be reduced to a state
verging on poverty, and be compelled to
subsist upon less in the way of foodstuffs
than they have- been accustomed to in the
past whilst, on the other hand, other men
are making unlimited wealth? Will they not
see that aL limitation is placed upon a man's
profit? Why should this be overlooked
merely because a man is placed in a certain
position in society or occupies another in
tine economic sphere of things which enables
him to extract huge profits fromn his fellow-
mfen? If the Government do not realise
that, they have learnt nothing as a result
of thle war. To-day this State, in common
with other States, is in, the backwash of
progress, Older countries of the world, to
which we have been wont to look as the
embodiment of Conservatism, have already
swept away some of the things I have indi-
cated to-night, and have realised what is due
to the people who have maintained their
national exiEteuce during the war periodl,
and towards whoin their leaders have now
acted accordingly. To-day we are the most
backward of any country in the world. We
are further behind to-day in Australia in
miany respects than old conservative Great
Britain. If anyone were to stand up and talk
about a 6-hour day he would be called a
Bolshevik, lie would be charged with want-
lug to destroy our economic life. And yet
that is the position they have reached in
Gireait Britain. The world has shown to
an extent Ito could never have hoped for
in the course of a hundred years of Ipeaee
that the policy laid flown and' pursued for
a niumber of years by the Labour party, that
,of national control and ownership, is the only
,sound and suitable policy for any country.
Thn whole world, and every nation, adopted
the policy of national control, the Labour
party's policy, when the crisis came. In
many respects in those countries they. will
never yield up that policy.

The Minister for Works: I wish they bad
gone a bit further.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They would have gone
further if it had not been for men like those
surrounding the bioa, member. The war has
been the justification for labour in that re-
spect. The responsibility lies with the Pre-
mier, and unless he amends the Constitution
by means of a policy of social restriction and
constitutional reform, in the manner I have
indicated, we shall have disputes ad indus-
trial unrest which will paralyse our trade and
recur every week of our history. - No one will
dispute the fact -that industrial troubles,
strikes, and cessations of work mean commer-
cial paralysis in many respects. No country
can hope to -make headway against such a
condition of things. Instead of sitting down
nd merely complaining about it, yelling Bol-
shnevism and caling for the deportation of
this or that individual, wise and far-seeing

men would endeavour *tu probe to the root
and cause of the trouble, end take steps to
introduce, by way of legislation or adminis-
tration, measures that would tend to re-
move the cause of these things, The diffi-
culty will never be overcome by any other
means. Having regard to the fact that no
Provisin Of the kind I have indicated is out-
lined in the Governor's Speech, and that this
stands on the face of it condemned as a
policy totally and ]niserably inadequate, fol-
lowing upon some years of war, I have no
other. course, in order to clear the atmosphere
and test the posi tion .of Ministers in this
House, than to move an amendment to the
Address-in-reply. Accordingly, I move--

That the following be added to the
Akddress-i-reply:-' 'We regret, however,
that your present advisers do not possess
the confidence of the House.''
Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) : I secondl the

amendment.
On motion by the Premier debate ad-

j nurned.

ADJOURKMENT--SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Han. J, Mitchell-Nor-

thern): The amendment which has Inst been
mioved by the leader of the Opposition X must
accept as a motion of want of confidence in
the Govern meat. I therefore move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.80 p.m, on Thursday next.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 848s P.M.

41


