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selves in an exceellingly difficult, position. As
to price fixing, I am not going to address
myself to that subject now, because I un-
derstand that a Bill for this purpose is
coming before the House. With respect to
the finances we shall also bave an oppor-
tunity of saying a few words later. How-
ever, to my mind, and I cannot help im-
pressing it once more upon mecmbers of this
House, the great thing is to find a solution
of the labour and induvstrial diffienlty. If
only we can do that, then our State will go
ahead. If we cannot do it, Western Aus-

tralia must go back, Our taxation is bound -

to be extremely severe. We have to find
money not only to meet the cost of adminis-
tration, but also money fer loans to help onr
soldiers. Money is needed in all directions;
and, if there is no production, where is the
money to come from¥ Indeed, if there is no
production, where is the food to come from
that is required to maintain our population?
I have pleasure in supporting the adoption
of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon.
adjourned.

J. Nicholson. debate

Honse adjonrned 530 p.am.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FIREWO0OOD WORKERS’
DISPUTE—RELIEF.
Mr. GREEN (without notiee) asked the
Premier: Has his attention been called to a
report in to-day’s ‘‘ West Australian’’ to the

. of peace.

effect that he has not sent instructions to the
officer who is' charged with the distribution
of rélief to the unemployed on' the Eastern
Goldficlds, and have the instructions bheen
sent since the report was published?

The PREMIER replied: Relief is being
distributed., The report in question refers to
some conditions relative to the matter, and
those conditions hbave been mailed to the
fields to-day.

QUESTION —BASE METALS
INDUSTRY.

My, MALPEY ({without notice) asked the
Minister for Mines: 1, Will he make a state-
ment to the House regarding the position of
the base metal industry arising out of the
recent conference attended by him in Mel-
bourne¥ 2, Are not the OGovernment of
opinion that the embargo placed by the Fed- -
eral Authorities on the export of ore or con-
centrates ig strangling the industry in West-
ern Awustralia, by reason of the absence of
treatment facilities here? 3, What stepa do
the Government propose to take to urge the
reinoval of the embargof

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: I
regret that I am unable at this stage to state
exactly what occurred at the conferemce in
question, the matter being confidential pend-
ing representations being made by the vari-
ous State Governments. I am, however, in
a position to say that the deliberations of the
conference discliosed the fact that the entire
copper mining industry of Australia was
practically elosed down owing.to the sudden
collapse of the market upon the declaration
In connection with other base
metalg the problem, so far as Western Aus-
tralia is concerned, is evidently one of finding
efficient means of treatment loeally. At pre-
sent we have to send most of our metals to
the Eastern States for treatment, which
means that we have to pay the freight from
Weatern Australian ports very frequently
after rehandling here, to New South Wales
for refinement, and then we have to pay the
ordinary freight charges from the port of
Sydney to the markets of the world. The
problem is a pretty big one, but I want to
assure the producers of base metals in this
State that we are going to try to solve it as
quickly as we can. I have obtained some in-
formation from the Xastern States regarding
the matfer, and I learn that the establigh-
ment of loeal works for treatmnent will re-
quire a fair amount of capital and careful
handling, otherwise there will be mistakes.
However, that is the only solution of the
problem that I can see for the base metal
prodncers of Western Australin. I assure
the hon. member that the matter is receiving
the careful attention of the Government.

Mr. Maley: What about the embargo$

The MINISTER TOR MINES: As re-
gards the restriction imposed upon base met-
als produeced in Western Australia, it has
been decided a2s a matter of national policy
that these metals shall be refined in Aus.
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tralia. Undoubtedly that eonstitutes a seri-
ous handicap to the Western Australian pro-
ducer.

Mr, Maley: Tt means a monopoly to the
Eastern States.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not quite
that. There are rensoma for that restrietion
which I consider good and sufficient, How-
ever, the whole point is that the Common-
wealth Government should make some eom-
pensation to the producers who are compelled
to pay double freight and double handling
charges in order to comply with the National
policy, Those remote producers should nof
be called wpon to bear the extra eost them-
selves. I have been assured that the matter
will be considered. As regards the removal of
the restriction, I am unable to make any
statement,

QUESTIONS (2)—AGRICULTURAL
COLLEGE.

Report as to site.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the IHonorary
Minister: 1, Has the report of the committee
appointed to inguive into the matter of a site
for an agricultural college been handed in
yet? 2, 1f so, will he inform the House what
they have decided? 3, Has consideration
been given to the findings of the Royal Com-
mission on Agricultural Industries, and will
he indicate if the Government intend to fol-
low out the Commission’s recommendations?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
No.. 2, Sce 1. 3, The attention of the Com-
mittec will be drawm to the report of the
Royal Commission on Agricutural Industries.

Limitation of inquiries.

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr, Johnston)
asked the Premier: 1, Is a committeg in-
quiring into the selection of a site for an
agricultural college? 2, Is it true that the
committee is confining its inquiries and in-
spections to sites in the East Provinee, within
20 miles of Spencer’s Brook? . 3, Why are
the Great Sontbern and Midland districts ex-
eluded from consideration by this twenty-
mile limitation? 4, Is it proposed to purchase
& site for an agrienltural college by private
contract, or will Parliament be consulted in
the matter before the State is committed to a
purchasc?

The PREMIER replied: 1, A committee
has been appointed to advise on measurea for
the establishment of a State college of agri-
culture. 2, The committee is not in any way
rastricted by the Government in the selection
of a gvitable site._ 3, Answered by No. 2. 4,
The whole matter will be considered by the
Government when the report of the commit-
tee has been furnighed.

QUESTIONS (2)—WIRE AND NETTING.
War salvage,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary

Minister: 1, Is he aware that returned men

state emormous quantities of barbed wire,

wire and netting are stacked behind what
weie the fighting fronts in Furope, as well
as at stations and wharves? 2, Have in-
quirics been made a3 to whether this would
be-suitable for agrieultural fencing purposes
at a reasonable priee? 3, If it is, will steps
be taken to eandeavour to secure some of it,
g¢ badly needed in this country?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
It is understood that most of the material
referred to is in poor condition. 2 and 8,
The Agent General was cabled in March
last, asking what prospect there was of secur-
ing galvanised feneing wire-and wire netting.
Hia reply indieated that prices were too high
for economical use.

Netting for settlers.

Mr. PICEERING (for Mr. Johnston)
asked the Premier: 1, What steps have been
taken by the Government to supply rabbit-
proof netting to settlers under the provisions
of *The Vermin Act, 1918''? 2, When will
such netting be so available? =

The PREMIER replied: 1, Inquiries have
been made in the Eastern States and in Lon-
don in the matter of obtaining supplies of
rabhit-proof netting, 2, In view of the re-
plies received, it is not congidered to be in
the best interests of the farmer to purchase
at the present prices.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FACILITIES,
EMU HILIL.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Have the Government any
prospect of getting steel rails from New-
castle or from Britain in the near futuret
2, Is he awars that the settlers of the Emu

-Hill district are suffering a beavy handiesp

by having to pay extra freight over approxi-
mately 100 miles on produce and goods to
and from Perth? 3, Are steps likely to be
taken to remove this disability¥ 4, Will the
Goverinment congider the possibility of in-
troducing o {lat rate for those affected until
they can be linked up with either Bruce Rock
or Merredin® . .

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re
plied: 1, It will be some considerabls time
before rails can be expected from England
or Newecastle, A contract was let to the
Broken Jill Proprietary Company, New-
castle, in April, 1916, for 60 miles of 45lb,
rails, and up to date about 29 miles have
beer, delivered. £, Yes. 3, The matter is
under congideration. 4, In view of the gen-
eral finaneial pogition, the fact that the pre-
sent rates are very low, and other places are
also affeeted, no reduction can be contem-
plated.

QUESTION—QUARANTINE,
] FREMANTLE.

Mr., WILLCOCK (for Mr. Rocke) asked
the Minister for Mines;: 1, Was a report
received at the Fremantle Police Station to
the effect that on the 8th June several men
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belenging to the crew of the plauge-infected
steamghip ‘‘Cooes’’ were put ashore on the
Victoria Quay, where they mingled freely
with the citizéns of this Statet 2, Tf so,
. was any action taken against the person
or persons responsible for so serious a breach
of the quarantine laws? 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, ¥Yes. Ahout 10 p.m., on the 7th June, the
8.8, ‘““Cooes’’ broke away from her moor-
ings at the No, 2 Buoy, and the police
telephoned the signal station and asked the
officer on duty to advise the Harbour Trust,
after which the matter was attended to bLv
the Chief Harbour Master. The following
day the shore lines carried away, and a boat
was lowered from the ‘‘Cooee’’ and fresh
lines taken ashore by iembers of the crew,
who made the lines fast to the Vietoria
Quay and returned immediately to the ship,
This action was necessary for the safety of
the vessel. 2, The ship was under Federal
quarantine control and a quarantine oflicer
was on board, 3, The matter is one for the
Tederal authorities.

QUESTION—WOMEN’'S LEGAL
DISABILITIES.

Mr, WILLCOCK (for Mr. Rocke)} asked
the Premier: 1, In view of the announce-
ment of the passing of the old order of
things, and in view of the sacrifice and
suffering of womanhood during the past five
years, is it the intention of the Government
dunring the present session of Parliament to
introduce legislation for the removal of the
anjust disabilities under which women eiti-
zens live, especially in the direction of

amending the Constitution Act and other

Acts to provide for women becoming eligible
to contest Parliamentary and municipal
-elections, ete., and the amending of ‘‘The
Marriage Aect, 1894°’ to give to the mother
a legal statns over her child, equal with that
possessed now by the father only? 2, If
not, will the Government assist the passage
of a private Bill designed to provide these
reasonable and just reforms?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The several
matters invelved dn this question will re-
ceive, consideration. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—MINING -~ DEVELOPMENT
VOTE,

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How much of the -£50,000 placed
on the Estimates last session for the devel-
opment of the mining industry was ex-
pended on the 30th June, 1919% 2, What
amount of the total was spent om the pur-
chase of machinery?

The MINISTER I'OR MINES replied:
1, £8,352, and, in addition, the loans ap-
proved ond recommended total £24,740; but
this does not include all our-commitments.
2, £2,090, !

]

QUESTION—STATE STEAMER
HEANGAROO,”?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, When will the ‘*Kangaroo’’ re-
turn to this Btate? 2, Will the ‘*Kangarco’’
be insulated as was intended when the State
purchaged it, for the purpose. of ecarrying
chilled meat from Wyndham to Fremantle, in
order to bring about a reduction in the price
of meat? )

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
The date is uneertain, and will depend upon
2 decision as to whether it is to be insulated
or not. 2, The matter is now under considera- -
tion, and the hon. imember will be advised as
soon as a decision is reached.

QUESTION—FAIE RENTAL LEGISLA-
TION.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Is it the inteution of the Government to in-
troducerd legislation this session for the pur-
pose of fixing fair rents for dwelling-houses,
cte.§

The PREMIER replied: The matter is re-
ceiving consideration. )

QUESTION—COAL BUNKERS ON
FIRE.

Hon. W, 0. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
1, Was Collie or Newcastle coal used for
bunkering the 8.5, *‘War Climax,’’ which ar-
rived at the port of Fremantle on fire on the
22nd June? 2, If neither, what coal was
used? 3, What coal was used for bunkering
on the 8.5, ‘*War Admiral,’’ which arrived at
Fremantle on fire on the 30th July?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, An-
swered by No. 1. 3, The ship was consigned
fo her agents, and it is not known what coal
was bunkered, although it is understood that
it was not Collie coal.

QUESTI(.)N-—FLOUR SHIPMENT,
SHORTAGE.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN agked the Premier:
1, T3 it correct, as reported, that on ¢learing
up the shed at the North Wharf, Fremantle,
after loading the as. ‘‘War Duck’ on the
19th of Febroary last with flour, it was dis-
covered that there were approximately 3,000
bags of flour less than supposed to have been
put into the shed, and on which payments
were made to the millers? 2, If go, who paid
the amount required to make up fer the short-
age?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No; the report
is not correct. The position is that the full
quantity of flour supplied by the millers and
paid for by the Wheat Scheme, approximat-
ing 527,400 bags, was actually received and
correetly tallied into the grain shed at North
Fremantle; but the total ship’s tallies ex
shed showed a deficiency of approximately
2,300 bags in the clean-np. Several Imperial
boats loading from the shed have had sub-
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stantial excess out-turns and allowances for
the goantity involved have already been ap-
plied for to the Royal Commission on Wheat
Supplies. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUEST[ON-—-—I‘REE?I‘!G WORES AND
CHILLED MEAT,

Hon. W. ., ANGWIN asked the Premier:
When will it be possible for the Government
to bring to Fremantle tbe first eargo of
chilled meat from the Wyndham works to
enable consumers to obtain meat at consider-
ably reduced cost than obtainable at present?

The PREMIER replied: A cargo of frozen
meat will be available at Wyndham in about
four weeks’ time, It is impossible to say
when a ship will be available to freight the
meat.

QUESTION—FIREW.00D COMPANIES,
PURCBASE OF GOVERNMENT RAILS.

Mr. GREEN (for Mr. Lambert} asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, Haa either of the
woodline companies carrying on operations at
Lakeside or Kurrawang at any time pur-
chased rails and fastenings from the Gov-
ernment? 2, If so, what was the price paid,
and what “ere the terms and conditions of
purchase?

The MT\‘TS’[‘]"R FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Prices ranged as follows:—
Rails, £4 12s, to £7 10s. per ton; fishplates,
£4 125, to £10 per ton; fishbolts, £4 12s. to
£7 10s. per ton; dogspikes, £4 123 to £15
Ts. 6d. per tor. Terms and conditions were
straight-out purchases for cash, except a
quantitv supplied in 1900 fo the W.A, Gold-
fields Firewood Comrany, which were paid
for by the supply of water by the company to
the department,

QUESTION—INCOME TAX
REMISSIONS.

Mr, PICKERING (for Mr. Johnston)
asked the Prewier: 1, Does the State Taxa-
tion Department, in assessing incomes for
taxation, make any remission to taxpayers
for amounts bona fide paid to medieal prac-
titioners and for hospital fees for depend-
antst 2, If not, will the Government grant
e:.emptmn from taxation for suwch charges
in future?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The Act
in its pregent form does not permut of any
such exemption,

QUESTION—DAIRY FARMING AND
CHILD LABOUR.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Honorary
Minigter: 1, Has his attention been drawn
to the paragraph appearing in the *‘Bun-
day Times’’ of the 27th inst., stating that
conditions of child siavery enat at the
dairy farms on the Stirling estate in the
Capel district? 2, In view of the serious-
ness of the charge, will .he take immediate
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steps to have the matter thoroughly inves-
tigated, with a view to its disproval or
verification? 3, Tn the event of iis dis-
proval, wili he take the earliest opportunity
to_have due prominence giveh thereto, ani,
in the event of its verification, will he take
immediate steps to bring about better con-
ditionsg?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
No. 2, If specific charges are made the Gov-
ernizent will make inguiries.

QUESTION—FOOD SUPPLIES,
PHILLIPS RIVER,

Mr. HUDSON asked the Premier:
Whetlier any, and, if so, what arrangements
have been made to provide foodstuffs for the
residents of the Phillips River district,
whose means of supply havé been snspended
in consequence of the seamen’s strike?

The PREMIER replied: Arrangements
were made with the owners of the f/Silver
Star!’ to ship 40 toms of commodities from
Albany to Ravensthorpe, and to have these
distributed by the manager of the State
smelters at the increased cost involved, The
local business people declined the offer be-
eauge of the alleged excessive cost. Many
of the lines required by the people of Rav-
ensthorpe are not obtainable in the State.

QUESTION—SUPLRPHO%PHATE
COBT:

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary Mm-
1, Is-he-aware that a report in an
Eastern " States newspaper states that the
Victorian Farmers’ Union maunfactured sup-
erphosphate last season at £3 7s. per ton?
2, Cen he explain why superphosphate costs
£6 here, and £3 7s. in Vietoria, to place on
the respective inarkets?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1. Aceording to the official list of registered
fertilisers, published by the Department of
-Agrienltire, Vietoria, there is no registered
brand of superphosphate being sold at £3 7s.
a ton, There 13, lowever, a Victorian phos-
phate sold at £3 8s, 6d. per ton, and this is
‘evidently what is referred to; it is, however,
quite different from a superphospbate. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

BITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
the House, unless otherw:se ordered, shall
mect for the despateh of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 4.30
p.m,, and shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if neces-
sary; and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.um. om-
warda, '

GOVERNMENT RUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
buginess shall take precedence of all Motmns
and Orders of the Day.
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COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Oa motion by the Premier, Sessional Com-
mittees were appointed@ as follows:—
Library Committee—Mr,. Speaker,

Me.
Green, and Mr. Smith. ’

Standing Orders Committee—Mr. Speaker, -

the Chairman of Committees, the Attorney
General, Mt. Robinson, and Mr. Walker,

Honse Committee—Mr, Speaker, Mr.

Griffiths, Mr, Mullany, Mr. Naitn, and Mr.

O 'Loghlen,
Printing Committee—Mr.
O’Loghlen, and Mr. Smith.

Speaker, Mr.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Amendment—No-Confidence,
Debate resumed from the 31st July.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder): It is mat-
ter for rejoicing that for the first time in
five years Parliament has re-assembled free
from the terrible nightmare of war. Whether
the.terms of the peace settlement will bring
in a long era of peace or whether, as many
believe, they contain elements of future world-
trouble, we are all grateful that the tragedy
has at last passed. Hon. members will feel
particnlarly gratified in that the restraint
necessarily imposed by war conditions has at
last been lifted, and we may look forward to
& segsion in which members will to a greater
. degree perhaps than has been advisable dur-
ing the past five years, exercise freedom and
independence.  Looking back over the war
‘period, I think I may claim that the actions
of the Labour party during that time have
bheen snch as leave no oceasion for gelf-
reproach. It will be remembered that on the
outbreak of war we had in this State a
Labour Government, who immediately an-
nounced that they would avoid the bringing
in of legislation of a econtroversial party
charaeter. I think records sbow that for the
two sueceeding years 'during which we re-
mained in office that promise was carried out.
However, I do not know that I should be
mstlﬁed in saying that all other parties in
thia State forsook their party tactica during
that period; becanse T recall the fact that both
in the House and in the ¢ountry a campaign
was carried on which had for its object the
defeat of the TLabouwr Government, a cam-
paign which eventually succeeded in removing
the Labour Government from office, On the
formation of the sd-called National Govern-
ment, the Lahour partv were invited to join
the new movement. Whilst declining to ae-
cept the invitation, we nevertheless intimated
to the head of that Government and to the
country that we would co-onerate and assist
the Government in all matters of truly na=~
tional eoncern. - That promise has been faith-
fully observed. Diuring the pagt two years
hon.” members on this side of the House have
not indulged in anything that might reason-
ahly be described as factious opposition. On
all occasions we have assisted the Govern-
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ment in the discharge of their duties, con-
sistent, of course, with adherence to the prin-
ciples for which we stand.

The Premier: You should stick to a good
eustom.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I propose to stick to
a good custom, bearing in mind my observa-
tions at the outset. " That brings me down to
the close of last session. When the National
Government last met they had, so far as we

knew, the entire confidence of wembers
sitting opposite.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: As shown by their
vote.

Hon. P, GOLLIER: One, however, is 4t a
loss to know where to begin just now., I am
sp amazed when I look around that side of
the' House, I scareely know what has hap-
pened during the recess. Tt is unfortumate
that the Premier has not taken the country
into his confidence by delivering a pre-ses-
gional specch. -Had he done so we would
ke in possession of more information with re-
gard to the intentions of the Government than
we now are. Having failed to take the eoun-
try into his confidence in this respect, it
would have been well if the Premier had made
o statement to the House,

Mr. Mnllany: Do you not read the ‘* West

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1 am not mneh en-
lightened with regard to the matter I am now
dealing with.

The Minister for Works: W’ha,t about ‘r.he
¢“Sunday Times’’ and the “Worker”‘f

Hon. P. COLLIER: Having failed to make
a pre-sessional speech it would have been well
it the -Premier had on the opening day, or
certainly to-day, taken the opportunity of
making a statement to the Fouse, at léast
mformmg us how it comes to pass that he
oceupies the posifion of head of the Govern-
ment at the present time. .

Mr. Underwood: It would take too long.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not know -that the

Premier was altogether staggered at the size
of ‘the eontract, but nerhaps he would be
staggered by the difficulties of making a satis-
faetory explanation.

Mr. Molany: The ‘‘West Australian’’ will
tell you all about that,

Hon, P, COLLIER: The ‘¢ West Austra-
Iian’? hag told us a good deal during the past
few wmontbs, Tt is necessary that we should
have some explanation. I am supposed to
speak to the Address-in-reply, and to indicate
in ‘some way the attitnde of thia.party in re-
gard to the Government. I really think it is
necessary or would he advisable for the Pre-
mier first of all to explain the situation.

Mr. Underwood: He is a worker, ot a
talker. '

Hon: P. COLLIER: Tmfortunately the
work of this House consists of talking. It
wmnld, therefore, be necessary for the Pre-
mier to tackle work of that .deseription so
that we might 'be enlightened as to what had
hannened during the recess.

Mr. Underwood :, You will never gel; to the
bottom of that. - .
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Hon. P, COLLLER: Failing the Premier,
will the member for Moore (Sir Henry Le-
froy) enlighten us?

The Fremier: Why not the member for
Pilbarrat

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no doubt the
member for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) will
avail himself of the opportunity afforded on
the Address-in-reply o give some information
upon the subject.

Mr. Underwood: Why pick me cut?

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the session
closed seven months ago the member for
Moore was the head of a Government
having the full confidence of members
gitting on the other side of the House.
\We find that as Premier he no longer
exists. Not only has the member for
Moore vanished from the front benches,
but in the interim there has also floated
across .the stage another (iovernment,
which has come .and gone. We, there-
fore, have a now Premier to-day leading the
party on the Ministerial side of the House.
It is a complete puzzle to me, and a puzzle
to the people of thia conntry. We have heard
a good deal lately in regard to constituted
anthority and constitutional practice, but I
want to know how it comes about that Gov-
ernments can be made and vnmade behind
the baek of Parliament. How does it happen
that a Government, which eloscs the seossion
having the confidence of a majority of mem-
bers of this Chamber, has been removed by
gome secret caucus party and apether Gov-
crnment placed in its stead withont any re-
ference whatever to Parliament?

Hon. T. Walker: Or to the people.-

Hon. P. COLLIER: Or to the people
through their representatives in this House.
Ts that what the party opposite stands for in
the matter of constitnted authority or con-
stitutional Government? TIs it not a fact
that the Government came into office for the
specific purpose of restoring responsible Gov-
ermnent? At all events that was the claim
made on its behalf before the country. This
is the manner in which, avparently, it has
been done, TFortunately we know through the
columns of the newspapers how the member
for Moore was removed from his position and
the member for Northam placed in _his
gtead. We have of course read how, at a
meeting somewhere after midnight in a dark
atmosphere, behind locked deors, and after a
struggle lasting for several honrs, the hon.
member was eventnally assassinated.

Mr. Green: At a spiritualistic seance.

Hon, P, COLLIER: On reading the ac-
aount of that meeting I was reminded of my
sehool days when we used to play a game of
oranges and lemons, in which two boys faced
each other clasping hands, while the sup-
porters of either ranged themselves behind,
aml a sort of tog of war took place aroumd
the school ground. I can picture the member
for Moore and the present Minister for Edu-
cation in that position with the supporters
of cither hanging on and swaying around the
Premier’s office during these midnight hours
when the member for Moore met with his

downfall. We de know that eventunally, as a
result of 15 members of this House being
dissatisfied with the leadership of the then
Premier, he was compelled to retire. Fifteen
members of the Ministerial side of the
House said they were in a position to re-
move the hon. member from office, notwith-
standing the fact that only a few months
previously he had the confidence of the
nzjority of members of this Chamber. Fol-
lowing that, they elected in his place as Pre-
mier & gentleman who has never been a mem-
ber of this Chamber, a gentleman who has
never sceured the endorsement of the clectors
of any constituency connected with this
House, His reign was very brief indeed,
lasting only for somefhing like four weeks,
How does it come to pass, however, that a
gentleman who is not a member of this House,
the House that makes and unmakes Govern-
ments, the only Housze that can remove a
Government, ig able to form a Government
and carry on, and adminiceter the affairs of
the State for a period withont referenes to
the people’s representatives in this Cham-
ber$

Mr. Underwood:
period.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt might have been
Tor a long one.

"Hon, P. COLLTER: Yes, but it was ap-
parently a meve aceident that hias tern was
so brief. We are informed alse that whilst
the party sitting opposite stipnlated that the
present Minister for Edueation should obtain
a seat in this Chamber, and that this was

It was only for a littls

cone of,.the, conditiona under which he was ap-

pointed to the leadership, the members of it
ant tight and refused to create a voeancy
for him.

Mr. Pickering:
him.

Hon, . COLLIER: Long before Provi-
dence came into the matter hon. members de-
termined that he shonld at any rate not have
any of the seats held at present by them.
The party he led had laid it down as a eon-
dition that he should obtain a seat in the
Houge, but tefused to create the nercessary
vacancy to enable him to carry out the stipu-
lation they had imposed upon him, That is
the way in which the party opposite transacts
its business.

Mr, Davies: They were subjeet to the men
in control.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, subject to the
eontrol of an outside body. I have always
thought that the Labour Party was the only
party in the State controlled by outside bodies,
but the eveénts surrounding the elevation of
the present Minister for Education to the
Premiership,’ and his subsequent retirement,
prove conclusively that there is a party in
this State efntrolled to a greater degree and
in a more cast iron manner by an outside ir-
regpongible body than has ever heen thé case
in connection with the Labour Party. At all
events, eircomstances occurred which forced
the present Minister for Education to resign
from the Premiership. I believe it _was the
unanimons request, or the wish, of members

Providence did that for
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sitting opposite that he should retire from
the Premicrship. All were convinced that his
actions in connection with the trouble on the
Fremantle wharf were such as to render it
impossible for him to retain that position.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I believe it was so. So
far as I can learn the majority of those
who were responsible for his elevation to
the Premiership had made up their minds
that he shonld retire as a result of his hang-
ling of that dispute, and of course the in-
ability of the members of the Country party
to tind a seat for the hon. gentleman came
along at a very opportune moment. It en-
abled the then Premier to get out eof an
awkward situation and thus save being pushed
out, for that was the intention of hon. mem-
bers sitting on the cross benches. But if
the hon. member who now leads the Govera-
ment in another place, by virtue of his actions
in connection with the Fremantle trouble was
not fit to occupy the position of Premier of
the State, then he ought not to occcupy any
vosition in the Government of the ecountry,
There is very little difference, after all, in
being as he was then on top, and being second
in command, as he is now. And those who
found fault with Mr, Colebateh’s attitude on
that oceasion, and expressed the view that
he should be forced to retire from the Gov-
erninent, cannot consistently support his in-
clugion as second in command of the Gov-
ernment to-day. . ‘

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You know the diffi-
culty they had in forming a Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and some mem-
bers in this House enjoyed the distinetion of
Cabinet rank for a period of 23 minutes.
They were not even able to get their names
placed on the official records, as they were
not sworn in. But the main point is that-we
now have the member for Northamn as leader
of the party. What has happened during
the recess to change the attitude of hon.
members sitting opposite with regard to the
position of the member for Northam as
leader? Do wa not know that a wmajority
of the members on that side of the Homse
have, in season and out of seasen, expressed
their want of confidence in the present head
of the Government as an administrator?
What has the Country party to say? What
explanation have they to makef Their
lender has already spoken. He has practie-
"ally moved a vote of confidence in the Gov-
ernment. All he had to say about the Gov-
ernment was that he was pleased that at
last we had a gentleman at the head of the
Government who was an optimist. We know,
and everyone knows, that when the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association came infe existence
as o political party they had their political
birth by virtue of their condemnation of the
present Premier. Ia it not a faet that from
one end of the country to the other Country
party members and their supporters outside
went through the agricultural constituencies
and denounced the present Premier’s admin-
istratiod of the Lands Department
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Mr. Hardwick:
their mistake, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: If they have done that,
why not make a confession? The House is
entitled to know whether those hon, membera
still retain their former opinion of the Pre-
mier or whether they have changed their
view, or whether the Premier has changed
and gone over to them. Do we not know that
when the Premier took office in the Wilson
Government in 1916 the members of the
Country party were so hostile towards him
that they stipulated he should not be given
the portfolic of Minister for Lands or Agri-
culture. The late Mr. Wilson’s hands were
tied. He could give the hon, member any
portfolio he liked, but not that of Lands or
Agriculture.

The Premier: That iz not so.

Hon. . COLLIER: It was so. It was pub-
lished in the Press at the time.

Hon. F. E. S: Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): You are quite incorrect.

Hon. P, GOLLIER: Will the hon. member
deny it?

Hon: B. E, 8, Wilkmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): I will

Hon. P. COLLIER: We may expect the
cock to crow mow.

Mr. Munsie: After the Premier’s apolegy
for the Honorary Minister we can expect
anything from him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, after the great
sacrifiee the Honorary Minister made we can
expect him to go to the assistance of “the
Promier in this matter, It is, however, com-
mon knowledge—and T venture to say that
members of the Country party will not deny
it-—that the present Premier was debarred
from taking the portfolio of Lands or Agri-
culture in the Wilson Govermmrent in 1916,

Mr, Griffiths: Not Agriculture,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, the Lands De-
partment. How else can the position be ex-
plained when we find that in the Wilson
Government the hon. member was given the
portfelio of Railways and Industries, excent .
that the members of the Country party ob-
jected to him ocenpying the position of Min-
ister for Lands? In any case hon. members
will not deny that in this House for years
past they have over and over again expressed
their want of confidence in the adminigtration
of the present Premier. 'If I thought hon.
membars were going to- deny that faet I
would bring in a ecart lond of volumes of
‘‘Hansard'' to prove what I am saying. One
could start on the first shelf and go throueh
all the volumes of ‘‘Hansard’’ and find de-
nunciations and condemnations of the Pre-
mier during the period he was Minister for
Lands in this State. Did not the high priest
of the Country party tell the delegates at
the farmers and settlers’ conferences year
after year that the present Premier was
responsible for eausing misery and hardships
to hundreds, in fact thousands, of settlers in
the agricultural distriets becavse of what was
deseribed as the reckless manner in which he

They have since realised
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placed those people there during the period
he was Minister tor Lands¥ Will the member
for Bussex deny that assertiony

Mr. Pickering: I was not in the House at
the -time.

Member: In the eastern distriets.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Perhaps there was no
harin in the Premier ruining settlers in the
eastern distriets, Having ruined hundreds
of settlers there he is now turning his atten-
tion to the south-west, and apparently hon,
members on the cross benches opposite are
willing that he should repeat in the asouth-
west what they lave atated e aecourplished
in the eastern distriets. )

My, Harrison: That was in the dry areas.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Wuas it only in the
dry areas that he was dangerous? If the pre-
sent Premier was able to pursue that policy
whieh resulted in sending men to areas -where
there was mnot sufficient rainfall to ensure
successful farming, is it not feasible to say
that he will go to the other extreme and
settle people now where there is too much
water, and where again they wilt fail? The
facts stand on record in a thousand places
that the wembers of the Country party came
into existence as a political party because of
what they alleged——mnot what I state—was the
foolish policy of the present Premier. They
built up their strength in the agriecultural dis-
tricts, and they won seats from Liberals by
virtue of the alleged shovteomings of the
present Prémier. There iz no escape from
that situation, . .

The Premier: They have taken your ad-
viee,

Hon, P. COLLIER: T am not asserting
that the Premier’s policy when he was Min-
ister for Lands resulted in all thesc evil
things I speak of; T am only repeating what
members of the Farmers and Settlers’ Asso-
ciation said at the.time, and T want fo know
now how it is that a party which has for
years cxpressed the views which I have out-
lined ean to-day be found supporting a man
who is now in a position of greater power,
and where he can work greater havee with
regard to land settlement than he was able
to do in the years to which they linve referved.
Is it because sops have been thrown to the
Gountry party that they are now prepared
to follow the Premier, whom they meta-
phorically kicked last year? Oan it be pos-
sible that members of the Country party have
been bought by the difference of hetween
fis, and 9s. per day? Is that at the bottom of
the change of hon. members? When the
Labour Government were in office and mem-
bers of the Country party then gave 2 more
or less friendly support to the poliey of
that Government with regard to land settle-
ment, it was charged against them that they
were selling themsclves to the Labour Gov-
ernment. In faet, Mr. Colebateh, the present
Minister for Eduecation, questioned the atti-
tude of the Country party members in that
regard only a few inonths before the Lahour
Government went out of office. He said-—

Did the Country party stand for in-
ereased taxation, which of the alternative

policies was the State to choose, the Lab-
our policy of increased taxation or the
Liberal poliey of ecomomy in administra-
ticn?  Mr. Gardiner said they would sup-
port whichever party gave them what they
wanted,

Hon. J. Gardiner: That is what Mr, Cole-
batch said.

Hoon. P.'COLLIER: That is what Mr, Cole-
bateh said the hon. member said. Mr,
Colebatch went on—

I1f that meant anything it meant that it

a Government were prcpared to mako con-

cosgions to. the farmers it might be per-

nmitted to continue in such financial mal-
administration as bad characterised the
history of the present Government. To
throw high political prineiples to the winds
for temporary class advantage was un-
worthy of a great party.
That wus the view held by Mr. Colebatch
in- 1916. Are we to believe now that our
friends on the ecross benches, representing
the Country party, are prepared to throw
high political principles te the winds for eon-
cessions that they are receiving from the
Premiert Is that what we have come tof
If it is not, I shall be pleased to hear some
explanation from hon. members opposite. In
any case the situation is truly extraordinary
when we find that in the short space of six
months, three Governments have been brought
into existence, behind the backs of the paople,
without reference to FParliament, Having
regard to the manner in which onc of those
Governments was displaced and another ere-
ated, T think the only way in which the
tangle ean be wnravelled is by testing the
position of the Government at the earliest
opportunity. To that end, mainly in the in-
terests of hon. members opposite, T propose
to subwit an amendment to the Address-iu-
recly which will enable members {o explain
their position to the House and to the coun-
try, to explain what has brought about their
change of attitnde towards the Premier.
Passing away from the doings of the recess,
which constitute the worst degradation of
Parliamentary Government whieh this or any
other State has ever experienced, we are re-
minded that when, last session, the present
Promicr moved a motion of no-confidence in
the then head of the Government, only tweo
nmembers sitting on that side were prepared
to support him, By their votes 24 members
declared they had no. confidence in the pre-
sent Premier, but had counfidence in the then
Premier. © So far as we know, the position
was unaltered right up to the close of the
session, Then, during recess, in eavcus, be-
hind locked doors, that position was reversed.
Tt is sueh a reversal of form as ecalls for
the strongest condemnation of those mopm-
bers responsible for it.

Mrv. Maley: You always pick on us.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Only because the mem-
bers of the Country party have been so pro-
nounced in their oppogition to the present
Premier. Members of the old Liberal party
have generally supported the Premier in his
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land policy; they have not shown that oppo-
sition to the Premier which members of the
_Country party have manifested. Therefore it
is incumbent upon the members of the Coun-
try party to explain te the House why they
have changed their attitude. Coming to the
Government’s policy, we find that, after all,
wlilst premiers come and premiers go, the
same old futile policy of Arift is to be con-
tinued. The policy of the Government, as
outlined in the Governor’s Speech—could
anything more futile be presented to Parlia-
ment¥

The Premier: We have heard that hefore.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is true, neverthe-
less. Can the hon. member point out any-
thing in this Speech that is worthy of two
minntes’ consideration?

Hon. W, C, Angwin: There is nothing in it
at all,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Take the legisative
programme forecasted. Of the 14 Bills, all,
save possibly the first mentioned, are of about
tenth rate importance.

The Premier: We have enough legislation.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Well, why not secure
supplies and get back into recess sagain?
Last session we were told that what the coun-
try needed waa sound administration. Day
in and day out Ministers complained that
owing to their Parliamentary duties they
werc unable to get into their offices. Vet
immediately Parliament = eloged, Ministera
started fighting like Kilkenny cats, and they
have been so fighting ever since, engaged in
replacing each other in office. Nothing else
has been done. There has been nothing but
intrigue, wire-pulling and the making and
re-making of Governments.

The Premier: You have no right to say
that.

.  Hon. P. COLLIER: If we are to judge
of the work of the recess, then in the inter-
ests of the eouniry wa should keep the Gov-
ernment here all the year round. Having
to present some degree of ‘ golidarity before
Parliament, tbey might agree a little better.
Tmmediately they are releagzed from their
Parliamentary labours they start fighting
each other. Their first act in recess was to
rush off to Melbourne. Half the portfoliced
members of the Government went to' Mel-
bourne and remained there for weeks.

The Minister for Works: Quite unwillingly,

Hon. P. COLLLER: TUnwillingly they re-
mained, but- it was nnnecessary that they
should have gone in the first place. It was

an absurd idea that it should require the.

Premijer and the Treasurer and the Minister
for Works to deal with questions that one
aloné could have dealt with.

The Minister for Works:
special request of Mr. Walt.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Possibly so, bat it
was not incumbent on the Government to
comply with that request. It is all very well
for Eastern States’ Ministers, who can reach
Melbourne in s night, to go three or four

It was at the

strong to a eonference and remain there for

a-day or two, but it is quite a different thing

for Ministers who have to travel all the way
fromn this State. Could not one Minister have
taken in his pocket all the information in re-
gard to works required by the conference, in-
stead of taking the Minister for Works dalong
as well? It is absurd to say that one Min-
ister could net have attended to all matters
dealt with at that conference. To revert to
the po.udey of the Government: *We have it
here outlined in thesc forecasted Bills—
tiddlywinking, unimportant little matters
which de not affect the people of the coun-
try in any degree whatever. The first Bill,
certainly, if it is conceived in the right
spirit, and with a genuine desire to deal with
the problems of the cost of living, will he of
first-rate importanee, But I have misgivings
in regard to its fate.

My, Davies: It will have a chance in this
House.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but after all it
will depend largely uwpon members of another
rlace. We know that the oue strong man of
the Government, who will have the respon-
sibility of ondeavouring to secure the pas-
saze of the Till in another place, was largely
responsible for the Jefeat of a Price Fixing
Bill in 1915,
© Mr. Mungie:
on principle,

Hon. P. COLLIER: - That is a matter of
history, Members on that side eome back to-
day fo the pesition we were in in 1915. By
the very fact that they recognise the neces-
gity for the Bill and propese to introduce it
they admit that they have been neglectful of
their duty in this regard during the past
three years. Mr. Colebalch does not beleve
in the principle of priee fixing, but believes
riather in the law of supply and demand regun-
lating prices. He has declared that any at-
tempt to rerulate the prices of commodities
is bound to fail. Has he altered those views,
or is he going to secnre the passage of a Bill
in another place contrary to the principles
which he holds? I do not believe that much
will come of it, Mr. Colebatch, when the Bill
of 1915 was before the Counmeil, indueed a
majority of the members of that House to
throw out the Bill. The cost of living is a
problem which this State is facing in com-
mon with other parts of the world. For four
years of war the Government of this State
have sat idly by and allowed people to re-
main at the mercy of imsérupunlous ‘profiteers.

The Premier: We have had the Federal
price fixing. -~

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Federal price
fixing was a faree and was never seriously
attempted in this State. The Price Fiving
Commissioner appointed by the Federal Gov-
ernment was there merely for camouflage
purposes. He never attempted seriously to
deal with the question. Bnt even though the
Commonwealth Government had been dealing
with the question in a haphazard manuer,,
there was no reason why the Government of
this State shon'd not have supplemented the
work of the Federal Government in that re-
speet. The Government say thev are anxioua
to reduce the cost of living. Yet at a time

And he said he defeated it
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when, in consequence of the difficulty of
securing fat stock from the North-Waest,
people are paying extortionate prices for
their meat supplies, we have had Government
ships idle in Fermantle harbour for woeks

' past.

Mr, Davies: Whose fault is that$
Hon. P. COLLIER: Clearly it is the fault

-of the Government, who are holding up two
-ghips rather than pay a miserable increase of

Js. 2d. per day to the soamen. That con-

-cession, 1f granted by the Government, would

release those ships to-morrow, Lo the Gov-
ernnient say that the inecrease i3 not justi-

-fied, that 1s. 2d. per day is too much for the

-sgid it on thouwsands of oeceasions.
‘men,

seamen? TF so, it is a different attitude from
-that adopted during the war towards the
.men who man the merchant service. Then we
~were told from all qumters that the men of
the merchant service were saving the Allies,

My, Pickering: Jellicoe said it the other
day.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And thonsauds have

These

without hesitation, manned ship after

-ship, even after being torpedoed by the Ger-

“.man submarines, and carried the commeree

and fgod sopplies of Great -Britain and her
Alliea over all the seas of the world. When
the war was over, these men said they should

"at least share, to some syiall extent, in the

wealth created and built up for the ship-
owners. But what attitude do these National
Governments adopt? They say—'‘No; you

‘cannot get if; we cannot afford it, or we are

not willing to pay you an extra 1s. 2d. a day.
Rather than concede your demands we- shall
tie up all the ships until you are starved into
submigsion.’’

Mr, Davies: They are adopting a similar
attitnde to what was adopted by yon as Min-
ister for Railways.

Hon, P. COLLIER: No guch thing, and
the hon. member knows it,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Take no notice of it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member lives

-and moves in a little cirele of the railways at

‘might .as well enjoy it;
'o‘n!,v a little while.

~

Midland Junetion.

Mr. Davies: Tt iz a very big one.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The hon, member
he will he there for
The Government are los-
ing a_ thousand times more by having these
'ships idle than they wonld lose if they con-
¢eded whkat is heing asked,

Houn. W. C. Anewin: They are paying the
officers now for do‘ng nothing. °

Hon, P. COLLTER: Ts it to be said that
‘the owners of our mervchant fleet, meludmg
‘the Governmert, éannot afford an increase of
1s. 2d. a day to our seament .

Mr. Underwood: We stand by the Arbitra-
tion Court.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that were the atti-
tnde of the Go\'ernment T could nnderstand
it.

Mr. Underwood: But the Government have
no attitude.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is szo. -If the
Government said—**We believe in arbitra-
tion and are not prepared to depart from it,”’

-ginee.
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I could understand the position; but we Jmow
that on more than one occagion in recent
monthy the Government have not stood by
the policy of arbitration. If the Government
conld concede practically all the requests
made by the tramway employees during their
strike, without reference to the Arbitration
Court, could they not do the same with regard
to our seamen? As a matter of fact, the sea-
men have a better claim to he dealt with
directly by the Government than had " the
tramway men. It was not possible for the
seamen to approach the .State Arhitration
Court; they approached the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court in December last and failed to
seeure what they believed to be justice. They,
therefore, have some grounds for declining to
repeat their experience. Apparently the Gov-
ernment are auxious to stand in with the
shipping combine and allow the ships to re-
main in port growing barnacles, rather than
out earning revenue for the State and bring-
ing down stock from the North-West to re-
duce the cost of living. to the people of this
State. [ said the Govermment have no policy;
not a scintilla of policy have they with regard
to any of the important questions of the day.
Take the question of finance, | What is the
Government’s attitude towards the financial
rosition of this State? So far as we can
gather from the Speech, the finances of the
State are in a satisfactory condition. The
whole question is dismissed in four lines.
After drawing attention to the revenue and
expenditure for the year, and the defieit, the
Speech goes on to say—
Now that peace has been restored it is con-
fidently anticipated that the resumption of
normal conditions in our great revenue.
earning departinents, combined with the
gencral cxpausion of business conscquent
- upon inecreased production, will lead to &
gradual improvement in our finaneial posi-
Ton. .
That iy all, -The matter iz dismisged in
that light fashion in four lines of the Speech.
o the Government uot feel it inenmhbent
npon them to put forward some policy to deal
with the deplorable condition of our finances?
Does the Premier think we can drift on in the
present fashion, year after year, going.to the
bad at the vate of three-quarters of a million
pounds, without finally reaching bankruptey?
Have the Government no ideas; have they no
poliey or no propesals to deal with the situa-
tion? The Premier talks about produetion,
and about building railways here, there, and
in. other placea, He talks in millions Aali
round the eountry.
The Premier: You spent the millions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No; your colleague
spent it. ITe was Treasurer. 1 helped him to
a .gertain extent, but he had control of the
purse. S

The Minister for Mmes All right, we
spent it, - :

The Premier:
the peonle.
Mr. Munsie:

It is still in the-poukets of
No, ‘you have ta.ken 1t out

Mr. S'PEAKER Order!
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Hon, P. COLLIER: Can this State con-
tinne in the manner in which it has been
going during the last three years?

The Minister for Mines: Can we go on as
we llave been going for the last three months?

How., P. COLLIER: Can we go on as we
have for July?

Mr. Joncs:
revolution soon.

The Minister for Mines: You want one.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We have had a -de-
fieit of £1,050,000 in threc years. It is use-
less to talk of development, or any other
policy, because it depends upon the finanees
of the State.  The Premier was not slow
to criticise his predecessor in office because
no attempt had been made to deal with the
finaneial position, and yet he mects Parlia-
ment with four lines in the Governor’s Speech
to deal with a State drifting on to the rocks,
drifting rapidly to bankruptey!

Mr. Underwood: In his own worda,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Used so often when
he occupied a seat on this side of the
House -

Mr. Underwood: And he sat just ahout
where you are sitting.

Hon, P. COLLIER: And at a time when
deficits were very small indeed compared
with the deficits at the present time.

_Mr. Underwood: He was as dismsal as you
are.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No; he used to talk
about ‘Gone a million Jaclk,’’ The present
for Mines must bave crowded
thonghts of the speeches he listened to from
this side of the House with regard to his
financial administration, drifting and carry-
ing the State to ruin, The Minister for
Mines was a financial genivs compared with
those who succeeded him.

The Minister Tor Mines:
word for it

Hon, P. COLLIER: There are few people
who will deny him that eredit. Compared
with those who have sncceeded him he was a
perfect Rothsehild in finanee. He did man-
age to carry on ag Treasurer for five years
with an accumulated deficit of £1,360,000, and
in the last year of office of the Labonr Gov-
ernment the affairs of this ronntry were
conducted with a shortage of £840.,000.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And we left them
goods enough to pay that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Then succeeded the
party to which the Premier now helongs with
& deficit in 1917 of £697,000,

.The Premier: After paving your debts.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Aunditor Gen-
eral’s report shows that the deficit wasd much
smaller than appeared on paper after all the
adcounts had been adjusted. The deficit in
1938 was £705,000 and in the present yeer
£652,000.. For the month of July the shori-
age was £162,000, which would seem to indi-
cate that the Premier did not pay all the ac-
eounts that ought to have been paid in June.

The Minister for Mines: You know that
is ot unusual for July,

Hon, P. COLLIER: T know “the July
deficit has always heen large, but this i3 a

Cheer up! We shall have a

I will take your

record {or all the Julys that have ever gone '

“before.

The Premier: 8¢ is the interest bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier talks
about having to pay £97,000 more in interest
for last year, but he reeceived an increase of
£180,000 in direet taxation over the previous
year. We are in the position now of having
to borrow, apparently for all time, three-
quarters of a million per anmum to aid our
revenne account. It would not be so bad if
that money were being cxpended in develop-
mental work, which might return interest and
ginking fund in future.

The Premier: Half of it is invested in
sinking fund. .

Hon. P. COLTIER: It is adding a burden
to the interest and sinking fund from which
we rcceive no return. What is the Premier
going to do? Have the Government no finan-
cial policy? :

- The Premier: I will tell yon later on,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We should have had
some intimation as to the Government’s pro-
posals. The Premier apparenty relies upom
his policy of produee, produce, to eventunally
overtake the finaugial diffienities of the State.’
The Railway Department plays an important
part in the finances of the State, and last
year the railways went to the bad, compared
with the previous year, to the amount of
£70,000. Whilst there was an increased rev-
enue of £30,000 there was an increased ex-
penditure of £120.000.

The Prewier: Fifty thousands pounds odd

“of that is due to the Arbitration Court..

The Minister for Mines: There iz an ad-
ditional expenditure this year of £31,000 for
Collie coal.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
yet.

The Minister for Mines:
we are up against already.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I have instanced the
railways becange of the important part the
s-stem plays in the finances of the State.
The party sitting on the opposite side of the
House—I am not referring to the nresent
Govermment—have shamefully negleeted their
duty towards the State in the management
of the railwavs. In March of last yeor the
Government decided mnot to re-engage the
then Commissioner of Railways, Mr. Short,
but to make a mew appointment. After a
lapse of 16 months we find that the railways
are still in the charge of the acting Commis-
sioner. It is a shocking state of affairs that
yublic property costing millions of money
ghould be permitted to drift along in the
charge of an aeting Commissioner for 16
montha. .

The Minister for Mines: We have been
aetuated too much by sentiment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know to
what the hon. member refers.

The Minister for Mines: I think you do.
It is a diffieult position to fill, espeecially
when one tries to fill it from sentiment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not believe that
blame attaches to the present Government
for this delay. No doubt the choice that has

That is not spent
That is what
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to be made between the various applicants
for the position must be carefully considered.
Blame, however, must be attached from the
Tact that no definite action was taken fo call
for applications until something like 10°
months had elapsed. As one who has had a
little experionce of the railways, I hope the
Government will not allow sentiment to play
too important a part in the selection of a
“Commissioner for Railways. I am of opinion
that men in this State should receive pre-
ference in the filling of impertant positions,
all things being equal, and also that men
in Australia should obtain preference over
others who may have applied from over-
seas. At the game time; I hold the view
that sentiment showuld not prevent the
Government from selecting the most fited
individual to de justice to the position, hav-
ing regard to the important part that the
railways play in the finances of the State. If
the Government adopt that attitade they will
have my support, no matter whether sentiment
be introdeced ' and disappointed applicants
complain as a result of that selection. ‘This,
however, does not get over the position with
which we are faced. Does the Premier be-
lieve that we can carry on as we have been
doing? Does he believe that the State can
afford to continue going to leeward to the
extent of £7G0,000 a year?

The Premier: 1 know it cannot.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Then what is the
policy of the Government to medet this posi-
tion¥ What are the propesals of the Pre-
mier? We shall probably be told that the
financial poliey of the Government will be
outlined in the Budget Speech. We have
heard that before. We know that very little
in {he past has coms of such promises. Ap-
parcntly the present Government are gimply
pursuing an attitnde of helpless drift in re-
gard to our finances, just as Governments dur-
ing the past three years have dome, If
Ministers have given serious consideration to
the matter and have any proposals adequate
to meet the situation, this House should have
been informed of them in the Speech de-
livered by His Excellency. In a2 matter of
this kind we should not have to make guesses.
1f the Government do not wak® np and take
gerious hold of the position, they will be
compelled to do so. So far as we can learn,
we shall be facel next year with a consider-
able reduction in the amount that will be re-
ccived from the Commonwealth authorities,
The policy of the Federal Government is to
redrce the per capita payments by 2z 6d.
per head per annom, That will mean a re-
duc’ion of about £40,000 a year on the
amount received from the Commonwealth.
Imstead of becoming lighter as we go on, our
difficulties are becoming greater. We are in
the position now of having to borrow money
at an increased rate of interest to the tune
of three-quarters of a million a year in order
to pay our current aceounts. This cannoct
go on. Unless the Government come down
with some drastic proposals to meet the situ-
ation, nothinig but ruin lies before this State,
Qur friends opposite came into power with

“of Queensland.

- of that State.

a .definite policy of economy. At the last
general elcctions it was stated that there were
to be amalgamations of departments, and that
economy was to be exercised to such an ex-
tent that taxation would be unnecessary.
Notwithstanding this, no economies worth
while have been effected.- On the contrary,
there have been increases of expendituré all
along the line. If wé compare the returns
of expenditurec by the varions departments
tor last year with the expendilure of three

‘years ago, we find that there have heen in.

creases in almost every item, some of these
increages being very large indeed. That is
the manner in which the pledge given to the
people that economies would be exercised has
been carricl out.

Hon. T. Walker: It was upon that pledge
that they came into power,

Hon, P. COLLIER: They have held office
under false pretences. Apparently they had
not the courage or the honesty to undo the
things they denouneed when they wers in
opposition, If there was one question mmore
than another which the Government wore
under an obligation to deal with, it was that
econnected with the financial position of the
State. That was the one point above all
others upon which they carried out a cam-
paign of attack against the Labour party
during the years they were’in office, and upon
which they pledged themselves to the electors
that, given an opportunity, they would restore
the finances to o seund position. To-day we
have confromting us the deplorable cireum-
stance that in three short years we have gone
to the bad to the extent of more than two
million pounds. Where are the eritics of to-
day? Do we hear anyone criticising the finan-
ces? One seldom reads an article in our newa-
paners pointing out the serious position of
the finances, or the manner in which the Gov-
ernment have failed to deal with them. The
matter is smotbered away and covered up as
a thing whicli does not need to be dragged
into the light. Apparently they have reached
the hopeless stage of the prodigal who has
exrended all his cash and eares not what
happens to him in the future, Quite a dif-
ferent attitude was adopted when the Labour
party waa in power. The first of the month
was never allowed to pass without the people
being reminded in the leaders and special
articles throughout the Preas of this State
of the deplorable manner in which Labour was
handling the finances, To-day we never read
a line connected with the financial position of
the State.

Mr. Munsie: The papers pay atbention to
the firiances of Queensland- only. .

Hon. P. 'COLLIER: To-day all that we
see is the commen{ on the financial position
The #¢Daily News'’ is very
much concerned about the financial position
Tt frequently points out that
the Government of that State are running the
country upon the rocks, and that there can
be only one end to it, and it was further
stated by & section of the Press, at the time
when the Queensland Government had a de-



3¢ -« JASSEMBLY.)

fieit of £400,060 for the year, that the State
would soon be bankrupt.
this State closed its accounts with a defieit of
£700,060.

~ The Premier:
fund.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No reference, however,
was made to our defigit, Other States have
no sinking fund either. We have a sinking
fund and have to face the position as we
find it.. Uuless the Goverument are prepared
to face it, sheer necessity will compel them
before long to do so. I hope the Premier
will indicate to the House and to the coun-
try what he proposes to do to meet the posi-
tion confrouting ws. It is incumbent on him
to do so. The peaple are entitled to know,
and this House would be justified in refusing
‘to grant supplies until the Government an-
nownee some definite policy in this direction.
_ ‘Are we to pass supplies month after month
‘and Yyear after year, and see the country
going Dankrupt, without making an effort
to retrieve tlie position? In this respect there
is an obligation cast upon every member of
"the House, particularly those supporting the
‘Government.
‘speaking on the finances last year had some-
-thing to say. He said—

I do not know what will happen to the
State if the present drift is allowed to con-
tinue. It should be regarded as serious
even by the CGovernment? and something
will have to be done to check it. There

- must be an end to borrowing to cover the
" deficit. We should do something that is
possible, and we shonld do everything that
is possible to gain that result. To-day
there is really no difference between the
loan and revenue expenditure. We are not
spending much of the money we are hor-
rowing on public works. It is largely

going to meet revenne charges. This is a

deplorable state of affairs. *
The position is mot less deplorable at the
present time.

The Premicr:
the Treasury,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I de not hold the Pre-
mier responsible for the deficit for the finan-
‘cial year just concluded. That responsibility
belongs to others, He cannot, however, evade
the responsibility of puiting forward some
_proposal to meet the futnre.

Queensland has no sinking

I have only just gome into

T Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.
Hon. P. COLLIER: At the tes adjourn-
ment T was dealing with the disastrons drift

-of the finances,-and the apparent inability of"

. the Ministerial party to provide a poliey to
meet the situation. Looking haeck over the
Ttecord of the financial administration of the
National party, we see the most conspicuous
failure in the Parliamentary history of Aus-
-tralia, The fact that the Naticnal party,
meeting Parliament after seven months of re-
cese—a peripd which they elaimed from this
House last session in order that they might
he given an opportunity of attending to ad-
r_mmstratmn and framing a policy to meet

In the same year .

I know that the Premier when .

the requirements .of the State—do meet Par-
liament with ne more constructive programme
than that oytlined in the Governor’s Speech
affords in itself a justifieation for a motion

- of want of confidence in the Government, and

furthermore demands, in my opinion, that the
members supporting the Government should

‘clearly define thelr attitude in this respect.

As T have said, Parliament bas imposed addi-
tional taxation upon the citizens of this coun-
try to the extent of £180,000 last year. and
that is not taking into accounnt indirect taxa-
tion which has been collected in several direc-
tions. Notwithstanding those facts, the Gov-
ernment are hard put to it to maintain the
defieit at the level it reached during the past
two years. If that condition of things is to
continue, where shall we find ourselves? It
means that every year there will have to be
imposed additional taxation amounting to not
less than £100,000 if the deficit is not to be
inereased, if it is to be merely maintained at
its present level. -Our interest and sinking
fund eharges. inerease year by year to the ex-
tent of roughly £100,000; and in order to
make that good and prevent the deficit from
vising, the Government will have to bring
down taxation proposals or some other policy
which will veturn them at Jeast £100,000 a
year additional revenue, Js that a sitvation
which Parliament can face with equanimity?
If members are content to allow a position
of that kind to drift on, they will deserve not
only the displeasure but the sontumely of the
clectors when next they go before them, In

- fact, members are shirking their plain duty,

aud particularly hon, members sitting oppo-
site, in not insisting upon the Government
facing the situation holdly, fairly, and hon-
estly.  Arc we to have more taxation this
session?  Apparently we are. We have had
froin the Premiér a repetition of the plati-
tudes, may Y say, to which we have listened
in this House during the past three years,
that with the return of normal times and the
regsumption of trade generally, we may ex-
pect things to right themselves. That is
what the Government tell us in the Governor’s
Speech. But that is a policy of hopeless de-
spair, a policy which can only lead to the
bankraptey and ruin of Western Australia.

.There is no getting away from the position.

To sit back in helpless fashion means that
in’ the interim the patiest may die. Indeed,
the patient will die, there is no hope of his
recovery, if the Government consider that
sueh an attitude suffices to meet the case.
The Government oxpect, now that peace has
besn restored, ‘‘a gradual improvement.®’
Very gradual indeed! Of ‘‘increased pro-
duetion’” we have heard before. But what
is the Premier’s remedy for the financial posi-
tion? If we may judge from the speeches
he. has heen delivering in the agrieultural
areas of this State, we are justified in arriv-
ing at the conclusion that his only remedy
for the situation is that of increased produc-
tion. He has taken up the famnous ery of one
of his predecessors, ‘‘Produce, produce, pro-
duce"’

‘Mr, Underwood: In other words, get work.
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"Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon, member in-
terjecting expressed that pelicy more tersely
some years ago, when he advised a certain
seetion of the eommunity to ‘‘get work.®"
Desirable as it is to increase production in
the State, surely the Premier knowa that no
policy of that kind is in itself suflicient. One
cannot obtain an inereased production of
wealth . spontaneously, nor ean it be done in
a month or two, nor indeed to any consider-
able extent in a year or two. And in the
meantime this country may drift on the rocks.
Even a cheerful optimist cannot finance the
country withont iunds, It is not sufficient
to ait back in a self-satisfied way saying, as
the leader of the Country party has said,
““All will te well now because we lave at
the head of the Government an optimist.”’
Even upon optimists it is incumbent to have
some definite, concrete policy that will meet
the financial situation. That situation will
not be remedied by talking in a by-and-large
fashion of miiions, The Premicr never makes
2 speech without talking in millions. Mil-

lions of immigrants, milliona of broad acres,"

millions of pounds, thouwsands of miles of
railway. The hon gentleman said, ‘Let us
get this kind of policy going, and that is
all that will be required.’’ 1 submit there
can be only one end to such a policy. Whilst
we are waiting for all thiz development to
take place, tke State is forced to borrow

money at a very high rate of interest in order -

to make good the shortage on revenue ac-
count. In view of the faet that we are no
longer able to obtain funds through the
ageney of the Federal Government but are
thrown upon our own resources,” as it were,
to go upon the London market or the markets
of the world for money, it is certain that we
shall have to pay a very high price indeed
for any money we may obtain in the future.
It seems as though every penny we can raise
by way of both revenne and loan will be re-
quired to meet the services of the State and
to make good the deficit. We have reached
a stage when practically there will not be
available one pound of lean funds to carry
out any of the public or development works
that ave required in Western Australia. All
that we can gather in from évery source ia
now required by the Government to finance
the State from day to day. And that is the
position of a party who came into office with
the specific purpose of straightening out the
finances. What explanation have they to
make! What justification have they to offer
to the electors of this State for the coneen-
trated coriticism that was directed for years
upon the members of the Labour party in
regard to their financial administration?
What explanation will hon. members oppo-
gite have to offer to the electorate for the
faet that in the short space of three years
they have permitted this State to drift om
to the finaneial rocks to the extent of moré
than two millions sterling? With an aeceumu-
lated deficit of over 315 millions and dom-
mencing the financial year with a shortage
of £163,000—a record for the month of July
—faced as we are with a position ‘of that

Kind, we are told by the Premier in four lines
to wait {or the return of normal times: If
the Labour Government were in office, if I
were Oceupying the Premier’s position and
met the House in the circumstances existing
to-day, with a statement of that kind, I
should expect my party to be impeached for
incapacity, for lack of administrative ability
in the handliug of the finances of the State.
Apparently the matter iz of ne more import-
ance than to warrant a casval few lines in
a pasgsing way. In that way only ruin lies.
I zav again that on this one item alone I
would not be doing my duty to the people
of the State if I did not take the earliest
onportunity of challenging the Government.
They deserve to be turned out of office with-
out further eonsideration, without cven giv-
ing them supplies, for meeting the House in
the manner they have done. Lei us see how
the Premier’s policy of production is going:
to meet the case. He talks of land settle-
ment. Every hon. member believes that land
settlement i a good thing for this or any
o‘her country. We are all optimists I hope,
but whilst being an optimist I believe, if I
may so describe it, in a Kind of Scoteh optim-
ism, a cautious eptimism;, and not that reck-
less whiriing kind that ean express nothing
unless it is contained in millions. While
optimism is good, there is one kind that only
leads to disaster and destruction. The man
who goes abroad bhorrowing money wherever
he ean get it without regard to his ability to
pay the aceounts when they become due, may
bo an optimist as to the future, but he will
generaily land in the bankruptey court. Ap-
parently it is that ¥ind of optimism with
which the Premier is endowed.

The Minister for Works: You are talking
like the Official Receiver. '

Hon. P. COLLIER: If ‘there had been any
party or anyone in this State endowed with
the power of calling Parliament o book in
the same manner as the Official Receiver
has power to deal with private individueals,
wa would have heard from such a party
long ago. ) .

Mr, Underwood: That is what the present
Mivister for Works =aid about you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have talked of
production, but, as a matter of fact, pro-
duction in this State has been on: the wane,
1t may be urged, of course, that that has
been due to war conditions, but a carefnl
analysis of the position will show that even
nllowing for the conditions ercated by the
war, production has been on the decrease.
Wa know that so far as the mining indus.
try is concerned there has been a tremendons
decrease in the output of gold. Inm the short
space of five years the -falling off has
amounted to a value of mo less than 1%
millions sterling. In 15 years the number of
men emrloyed in the mining industry haé
decreased from 16,000 to 8,000. The pres-
ent ontlook of the mining industry, 1 am
sorry to say. is blacker than it has ever
been in- ite history. T regret to say that,
but it iz a faet. The indust-y has played a
great part in the prosperity of the State
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during the past quarter of a century; in
fact, it has been responsible to a greater de-
gree, perhaps, than all the other indnstries

put together for lifting -the State into the

position it has oceupied in reecent years, It
is clear that we cannot look in that direction
for similar results in the immediate future.
If we turn to agricultural production mpon
which the Preinjer stakes his exiatence, we
find that a similar regrettable state of af-
fairs exigts there. In the past fhree years
the area under crop has been reduced by
400,000 acres, frein two millions to 1,600,000
acres, It will be said that that réeduckion
was due to the war and to fthe fact that
80 many of our settlers were withdrawn from
their activities in that direction. But that
does not explain the whole of it. On top of
that we find that land which a year or two
age was under cultivation is now going back
practically to its natural state. The area
of land which wag formerly used for crops
and is now used for grazing, has inereased
ginee 1916 from one million aeres to
1,900,000 acres, or an increase in three years
in the area going ont of cultivation of
900,000 acres. .

Mr. Harrison: Due to the value of wool,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not kunow that
in those years there has been snch an in-
ercase in owr flocks, Mowever,
position, and the Premier relies upom pro-
duction to bring the State ont of its diffi-
culties. T admit at once that the Premier,
on outside appearances, seems to have ga.l
vanised a considerable amount of life into
‘land settlement in the South-West, particu-
larly as it affects our returned soldiers, But
unless fome restraining hand is laid upon
the Premier, unless he is made to exercise
cantion, T am afraid we will experience in
the South-West what buondreds of settlers
have experienced in the Eastern agricnltural
belt. When the Premier was in the South-
West recently he talked in the usual way
with regard to millions. He wants milliong
of acres surveyed. Speaking at Greenbushes,
the Premier gave expression to these words—

He 4id not know whether the country
would be willing to go the pace that he
hoped. to get, but so long as he remained
in power he meant to develop every in-
dustry.

The Premier: Don’t you agree with that$

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. The Premicr
went on fo say—

The great neceasity wag t0 secare land

for settlement and he had reeently asked

Mr. Camm, whoe was superintendent of

land settlement in the South-West, to

push ahead so as to have a wmillion aeres
of suitable land surveye‘d within a year.

The Premier: That ig only a quarter of
what we did in 1910.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but yon cannot
have your loaf and eat it. My friends op-
posite who are supporting the Premier say
that that was the great fault of the hon.
gentleman, and it woénld have been a good
thing for this eountry and for hundreds of
ascttlers if the Premier had not gone the pace

that is the .

so much with regard to land surveys and
land settlement in the Eastern areas when he
was Minister for Lands in a former admin-
istration:

My, Harrison:
priced,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And the present Pre-
mier was responsible for the over-pricing,
The member for Avon (Mr. Harrison) will
have great delight in explaining to his con-
stituents how it ig he is supporting the Pre-
mier who is responsible for the over-prieing.

Mr. Harrison: We reduced the price.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The party. to which I
have the honour to belong was instrumental
in getting those prices reduced. Now we find
the member for Avon signalising his election
to the position of leader of the Country
party by makmg ragsh statements of that
description. It was the Labour party who

The areas were over-

- introduced the Bill to reduce the price of

land. The hon. member’s party had nothing
to o with it.

Mr. Harrison: I said we assisted,

Hon. P, COLLIER: I know that the hon.

“member nnd others when travelling around

the agrieultural districts give expression to
sentiments which convey the idea it was
their influence whieh brought about the re-
dnetion, The Premier went on to say in
his speech at Greenbushes that the surveys
shonld have been .done during the past four
years, but that the work had been neglected.

* The membcr for Moore (Sir Hem-v Lefroy)

wiil note that remark. The Premier went
on to say—
We ghould have to build roads and eon-

_ stroet railways, including the one now be-

ing surveyed, to link vp Bridgetown with

Denmark and another from Bridgetown
* to junetion with the Great Southern line.
In the obe speech the hon. gentlemnan says
he wants millions of acres surveyed and he
wants to comstruct a line from Bridgetown
to Denmark and anpother from Bridgetown
to link up with the Great Southern railway.
There we have the incorrigible boomster
wanting to- survey millions of acres and
build railways across to the Great Southern.
T understand that during the past few
montha the survey of the line from
Denmark to  Pridgetown has bheen in
progress, This is subjeet to correction, but
T understand it iz a fazet. The work is being
carried ount in the winter and 1n the weitest
portion of the State.

The Minister for Works:
right where they are working.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How much is the sur-
vey going to cost? This is what the Minister
for Works had to aay last year with regard
to the two propositions to which T have re-
ferred—

The survey of a line from Bridgetown to

Denmark will cost from £12,000 to £15,000
. and a railway will require between

£300,000 and £400,000 to build.
On, the subjéet of the other project the Min-
ister for Works, said—

It iz all very well to talk of connecting

Wilgarrup with Mt, Barker, but to build

They are all
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such & railway would cost between £600,000

and £800,000.

Se¢ that, in one afternoon, the Premier spoke
of constructing two railways, oné of which,
according to the Minister for Works, will
cost £300,000 or £400,000 and the other from
£600,000 to £800,000. Talking the lower ea-
timate, there is a million pounds for rail-
ways in one little corner of the South-West,
That is the kind of reckless talk in which
the Premier indulges. He outlined proposals
for the construction of railways involving
the expenditure of a million pounds.  Then
he wants Mr, Caumnm to survey one million
acros in the South-West in one year. Where
is Lie going to get one million acres in the
Sonth-West?

The Fremier: We surveyed nearly four
million acres in 1910,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But you cannot keep
on surveying at the rate of millions each
year, What you surveyed in 1910 is no longer
available. When the Premier speaks of sur-
veying one million acres in the South-West
in one year, it is pertinent to call attentimm
to the views of the members of the Royal
Commission on Agriculture, & body of highly
qualified men. Let me read what they said.

The Premier: Read it all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will read quite
gufficient, Herc is the paragraph in the Com-
missioner’s report—

Your Commissioners regret to report
that the South-West is a country of great
expectations and great <isappointments.
Ostensibly we had 17,600,000 acres of the
State’s territory to report upon—an area
which we have always been led to believe
by eommon report embraceil a large extent
of country suitable for agricultural selee-
tion, destined to be dotted by the hamlets
of future generations, and capable of great
produetiveness and expansion. On the con-
trary, we find that, after allowing some
three million acres as the probable per-

manent reservation of our hardwood for- .

ests, and deducting 5,820,000 acres already
disposed of, the officinl estimate is that
there only remain some 500,000 acres fit
for agricultural selection. Of the balanee,
something like 8,280,000 acres, the greater
portion ig poor and worthless ironstone,
poison  country, indifferent forest, or
gwampy e¢lay-pana. There may be, and
probably is, a portion of which. some
future use may-lLe made for grazing pur-
_poses, but, from the obrervation of your
Commissioners, extending over many years
in some cases, and reinforced by the gen-
erel experience of the Commission itself,
{here is little grownd for amy optimistie
reference to the bulk of this poor country.
The estimate of the remaining good eul-
tivable land may be—probably is—conser-
vative, but it is significant, and it has been
# distinet shock to your Commissioners to
" learn that our agricultural heritage is of
such shrunken proportions. The only pos-
sible augmentation of our agricultural
areas in the South-West would be the re-
servation of the karri forests for agricul-

tural selection—a debatable step which we

set forth at a later stage in our remarks

on the forastry question as it affects agri-

culture.
There we have, on the one hand, the result
of a patient investigation extending over a
year or two by men well qualified to express
am opinion; as against that we have the, shall
I say? irresponsible statement of the Pre-
mier at an after-dinner meeting. The Com-
migsioners say that half a million aeres is
the limit.

The Premier: Not of their own knowledge.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Premier is ques-
tioning the value of this report.

Mr. Underwood: The report of his own
Commission, too!

Hon, P. COLLIER: A Commission ap-
pointed by the Government of which he was
5 member. It reminds me that this was the
compact made by the Country party. They
undertook to support the Wilson Government
on eondition that a Royal Commission was
appeinted to go into the -question of agrieul-
ture. Now, apparently, the Premier i3 pre-
pared to cast aside that report where it does
not meet with his own views,

The Premier: Nothing of the sort, but you
did not read the whole of the report.

Houn. P. COLLIER: I-have read sufficient
to show that in the opinion of the Commis-
ioners hzlf a million acres is the limit of the
available land in the South-West suitable for
cultivation, '

The Premier: You ought to consult the
officers of the department. ‘

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the use of the
Premier’s trying to get away from a report
of this description’ Where are the Premier’s
millien acres in the South-West? TUnless he
is carefully watched, he will overrun the half
million aeres referred to by the Commis-
sionera and will send men out to settle on
unsuitable land in the South-West, as, aceord-
ing to the statement of members on the Gov-
ernment cross benches, he did in the eastern
agricultural areas. And the Premier’s pro-
posal for railways in the ‘South-West to cost
a million pounds was endorsed by his col-
league the Honorary Minister! That kind of
recklessness is not going to save the country.

The Premier: You told” the Federal Gov-
ernment we would be able to scttle soldiers
in the South-West,

Hon. P. COLLIER: If we find we cannot
do what we said we could do, it is better to
come out honestly and confess it. If the
land is not suitable for soldier settlement, let
us say so, rather than send men down there.
Again, if the land is not available, it is
better that we should say so.

The Premnier: But you would not have said
it without knowing,

Hon. P. COLLIER: No doubt the Govern-
nient will be able to settle 14,000 men, be-
caunse, apparently, under the policy of repur-
chaging estates, any number of men can be
settled by the expedient of buying out one
man and putting another in his place. That
roliey has beem pursued to a considerable
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‘extent in the settling of soldiers. In many
cases the State has not added £1 to its asséts,
Men who have spent a lifetime farming are
being removed from their land in order that
inexperienced men might be placed in their
stead, the net result being a loss rather than
a gain to the State. The list of estates re-
purchased in the South-Wist, as pubiished in
the Press this morning, shows clearly that,
in many instances, that is what has been
done. ' The Premier, of course, belicving that
his policy is a sound one, will go on settling
men anywhere, in that spirit of reckless
optimism which is a fatal weakness in the
hon, member’s make-up. No doubt he will
return to his old love in regard to soldier
seitlement in the South-West, Does he still
intend to attempt soldier settlement at Nou-
nalup?

The Premier: Ask the member for Kalgoor-
lie

goorlie is not responsible in this matter. The
member for Kalgoovlie, after his pleasant
peregrinations in that delightful part of the
State, will, doubtless, give expression to his
own opinions, But what we are coneerned
about is whether it is the intention of the
Premier to revive his proposal for soldier
settlemeut at Nornalup. Last yeav, when he
moved the motion of no-confidence in the
men who mow have econfidence in him, he
made it clear that he still believed Nornalup
to be the best part of the State for soldier
gettlement. He said, ‘*In my opinion Nor-
nalup is the best site in the South-West for
returned soldiers,’’ Believing that, and being
anxions to do the hest for retnrned soldiers,
he is in duty heund to make available for
returned soldiers that. portion of the State
which he believes to be the best snited for
the purpose. '

The Premier: Every acre in the State is
available.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bat if in the opinion

of the Premier Nornalup is the best locality, -

the Premier, in pursuance of his policy of
doing the best for the soldiers, will be
obliged to send soldiers to that place.

The Premier: There is no question of com-
pulsion. We can ounly make the land avail-
able.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But it is not left for
the soldier to say where he shall settle. It
is the responsibility of the Government to
make available te the soldier land in the
best areas of the State. The responsibility
is on the Government to say where settle-
ment can best sueceed; it is not upon the
soldier to find out for himself where
he can make the Dbest progress. There-
fore, I want to know whether the Pre-
mier is going fo revive the Nornalup pro-
posal and send soldiers there for settlement.
If he does, he will not have the support of
the Minister for Works because that gentle-
man is not so0. enthusiastic abont Nornalup
as the Premier was and is. Referring fo the
Premier’s belief in Nornalap as a distriet
for soldier settlement, the Minister for Works
said the proposal was an utterly fantastie

hon. P. COLLIER: The member for Hal-

scheme for dealing with what was a terribly
practieal question. The practical mind of the
Minister for Works came to his rescue at
ounce, and we mway hope that that stern prae-
tieal mind will excreise a restraining in-
fluenee upon the optimistic make-up of his
chief, the Premier,

The Premier: You would not have me
dowu in the dnmaps, wounld you?

Hon. P. COLLIER: With regard to the
policy of railway eonstruction, the Premier
ought to understand, and the people ought
to know, that the condition of the State will
not permit for wany years to come any cou-
siderable extension of our railway system.

Hon. T. Walker: What abont the Esper-
ance railwayt .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I said any consider-
able extension. The financial position of the
Btate is due in a large measure to the fact
that we are over-built in the matter of rail-
way construetion. Whilst in 1908 we had a
mile of vailway to every 137 of the popula-
tion, in 1918 we had a mile of railway to
every 89 people. -

The Premier: Goldficlds railways largely.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those figures largely
tell the story of our financial condition.
Those ' railways are all over the Bgate. We
have 3,400 miles of railway to serve a popu-
lation of less than' 320,000 people, and any
talk of building hundreds of miles of rail-
ways in one eorner of the State is ab-
surd and out of the question. A sound policy
would mnot provide for running railways
throngh great emply spaces as we have been
doing in years gome by, but would ensure
that the land adjacent to railways was sei-
tled first. That is the trouble in this coun-
try. One may travel by our railways throngh
some of the vichest portions of the State and
find little settlement there. Becanse of the
construction of these lines, maintenance and
upkeep have to be met, but owing to the
farcical amount of settlement there iz not
the trade there ought to be. Instead of the
Government purchasing in the South-West
eatates to the extent of 52,000 acres at a cost
of £139,000 to scttle 134 soldiers, a sounder
policy would have been to introduce legisla-
tion or a form of taxation to compel the
ntilisation by present holders of areas ad-
dacent to raidwavs, or the rvelinquishing of
those areas to others who would utilise them.

The Minister for Works: We have to find
land for the soldiers,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We will in reality
seitle the soldiers if we burden them with
an expense of £1,000 per settler for eapital
cost. What gort of a burden is that for a
man to carry for the rest of his lifef

The Minister for Works: It is costing
eongiderably more in the Eastern Sfates,

Hon, P. COLLIER: There is not only the
capital expenditure, but interest and ,other
charges will have to be met by the soldiers.
They will be saddled with the cost of £1,000
with survey and otheér fees, and with the
£600 advanced by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, so that they will be handicapped
from the beginning. The fact that so far
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the Government have not felt it necessary to
put into operation those sections of the Dis-
charged Soldiers Settlement Act dealing with
eompulsory resumption indicates that the
men whoe disposed of 52,000 acres at a cost
of £139,000, have been well satisfied with
what they obtained for their land. Partieu-
Jarly in the South-West which has been
boomed so¢ mneh, men will not readily or
casily part with their, holdings unless they
get a price to them entirely satisfactory;
and if it is entirely satisfactory te them,
quite possibly it will not be so satisfactory
to the men who will be settled upon it.

The Minister for Works: That does ndt
follow,

Hon, P. COLLIER: It does follow. In-

stead of talking about building more rail-
ways when' the country already is gridironed
with- railways earrying little popunlation ad-
jacent to them, and heaping heavy finaneial
burdens on the taxpayers, we should confine
ourgelves to peopling the lands already
gerved by railways. Do the Government pro-
pose to introduce land taxation proposals
thiz session?
. The Premigr: There are three taxes now.
+ Hon. P. COLLIER: There will be any
number of taxes excepting those of the right
kind. Tie Premier dare not do it. The
support of the Cowntry party, I believe,
would be withdrawn from him at once if he
introduced fresh land taxation proposals.

The Minister for Works: If you are pre-
pared to assist, how far wonld you gof

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 would go a good
deal further than the present land tax to
begin with. The point is the Minister and
his colleagues will not move at all with re-
gard to it. They wonld borrow millions of
money to build railways in the South-West
rather than introduce taxation to foree into
use idle lands along existing railways.

.. The Minister for Works: The Commis-
sion had something to say about idle lands
along the railways. 'They investigated the
madtter :

Hon. P. COLLIER:
s0.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. Munsic: Then they kept their eyes
shut if they counld not find them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have shown that
the Government are entire'y destitute of
a financial policy. We have heard a
gootll deal. about industrial unrest. The
member for Avon spoke of it and of the
influences responsible for it—the extreme
seetions on  both sides.
period, were not the people of.this eountry,
in eommon with those in other parts of the
world, told by men in responsible positions
that there should be a new world for the
workers after the war? Where is the new
world portrayed in the Governor’s Speech?
No-policy of secial.reconstruction; no policy.
of industrial reconstruction; apparently Min-
isters are of the helief that we shall revert
toe nre-war conditions, and that the people
will be content to drift along in the same
old haphazard fashion. Where is the evi-

And found it to be

During the war.

dence of a desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to remove the anomalies which have
existed hitherto in our social, political, and
economie life? Industrial unreat is a demand
of the workers for better conditions, In-
stead of the Government, now that the war
is over, _recognising the "fact that in every
country in the world big strides forward are
being made and will have to be made if we
are to have industrial peace, instead of bring-
ing down a policy which shows evidence of
aome imagination bebind it—

Mr, Underwood: Supposing we do not have
industrial peace, what then?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We shall not have in-
dustrial peace o long ag men in responsible
positions shut their eyes to the causes re-
sponsible for the unrest.

Mr. Underwood: You did not have it when
I was with you.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, we endeavoured to
pass legislation which according to our ideas’
would remove much of the industrial unrest.
‘We were prevented from doing that, but
the present Government have come down with-
out any policy of social reconstruction.

Mr, Underwood: We passed an Arbitration
Act, you know. :

Hon. P, COLLIER: And in the light of
the experience of reeent; years, it needs to
go into the melting pot. It is not an Arbi-
tration Aet which the workers will accept
and, so long as employers believe that the
workers should be content with merely a form
of industrial arbitration, so long shall we have
industrial unrest.

Mr. Underwood: Suppose we do not have
industrial peace, what then?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We might have an
undesirable condition of things; as the mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Jones) suggésted,
we-might have a revolution.

Hon. T. Walker: Rest i is a dend state; we
can never have it.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Men holding the powers
of povernment in other parts of the world
have realised their responsibilities; they hive
realised that the great masses of producers
will never be content to revert to pre-war
conditions. Are Ministers unmindful of the
fact that in Turope there are nationa
with populationg, of 500 millions who have
thrown off old conditions, thrown off the
monarchy and revolted? Are tbey unmind-
ful that dragtic, far- reaehmg changes have,
been and are being effected in the whole of
the social-and economie life of Great Britain?.
One would expect the Government fo recog-
nise the part that the workers and producers
have played: in the international scheme’ of
things. Are we not to have any constitu-
tionzl reform in this country¥ Do not the
Governinent think the time has arrived when
the restrietions and disabilities imposed by
our Constitution upon a large section of the
citizens shonld be removed? Ia there mo
poliey of .constitntional reform whereby a man
or woman shall stand .on an equality as a
eitizen with fellow men and women, no mat-
ter what his or her position in life may be?
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Is the old idea of restriction, that capital,
class and caste only are entitled to the full
rights of citizenship, to prevail indefinitely?
The Government should realise what is re-
quired at the present time, If they would
bring some measure of conteutment to the
masses of the people of this State, they must
swee) away those barriers which have existed
for so long. They have to sweep away the
restrictions imposed upon the citizens in re-
gard to the actions of another place. The
time has arrived when one House should be
swept away altogether. T do not eare whether
it is the Council or the Assembly that re:
mains. This will be for the people to decide.
I maintain that one House is quite sufficient
to perform the Auties requiied in the govern-
ment of the country, enc Ilonse elected on a
broad basis of adalt franchise. T.et that
House which is the fittest to survive be the
one that remains, which ever that House may
"be. What is the policy of the Government in
respect to the restrictions that still exist
upon ouy womenfolk here? Have they any
ideas or policy in this connection? Arc these
disabilities to continue?

The Premier: You had your opportunity,

Hon. P, COLLIER: We had our oppor-
tunitiea restricted by those hon, members with
whom the Prewmier is now associated. We
coulil not do everything in the few years that
we were in office. Indeed, the main charge
against us was that we were coutinually
breaking new ground, that we were embark-
ing upon unheard of programmes and poliecies,
and yet in three years’ time nearly every new

path blazed bv the Labour party has been -

trodden by the Premier and those sitting be-
hind him. They have come round to approve
of and endorse mnearly everything they con-
demned three or four years ago. ’

The Minister for Works: Virtie is not
always its own reward.

Hon. P. 'COT.LIER: Look where we
will in this State, that is apparent.
In the old country women have been
emancipated to a large extent. Let
the Government come down with a
really progressive and democratic form of
administration. Leét them understand that
there mnst be radical, drastic. and funda-
mental alterations in the state of socierw
in this as well a3 everv other country, A
programme which provides only for piffling
BRilly dealing with fruit cases, the endow-
ment of city lande in Perth, the Droving
Act Amendment Bill, and others of that
kind, do not affect the daily life of the peo-
ple. Of what value are they in this comnee-
tion? If -we passed millions of such meas-
ures of what vse would they bef

The Premier: The meat supplies,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the one Bill
in the whole programme that is of any im-
portance. Even there we shall have to wait
until we receive it before we can judge of
its value, During the war period the work-
ers of this ecountry, as well as of every
other country, have besn bearing the bur-
den, AN legistation and administration
have been for the protection of the rich.

The rich have grown richér and the poor
have grown poorer., That is an undeniable
fact. I put it to those, who have held cer-
tain congervative views as to the rights of
capital in the past, that in their own inter-
ests unless they throw overboard these idens
their own ship will sink, People talk to-day
of Bolsheviks and Bolshevism. We have the
Tories, who stand against any change, the
olid Conservatives, who want to sit still and
prescrve the rights of ecapital and wealth.
These are the people who create Bolsheviks
at a greater pace than any other set of in-
dividuals in the country at present, So far
as soeicty ia concerned, they are the real
Bolsheviks,

Mr. Davies:
said.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If Mr. Huoghes said
that he is quite right, and [ am glad he
agrees with me. They are doing this, and
I was going to add that unfortunately Mr.
Hughes was doing nothing to improve the
position.  The Government should come
down with a definite programme of root re-
form, and sweep away those cobwebs in our
Constitution. They should start at the top,
and say that in future this State is to be
governed by one House of Parliament only.
They should go further and say that in
future we are not geing to have imported
Governors coming to our State, and that we
are going to eut out expenditure of that
kind.

Mr. Underwood: That iz settled.

Hon. . COLLIER: I was not aware of
that,

Mr. Underwood: I am telling you now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Having arrived at
that conclusion, let the Governmeut then
say, *‘We are going in for a root constitu-
tional reform; we are going to broaden the
franchise and say that in future no one
shall have special rights merely becavse be
is' the owner of property.’”’ Let them recog-
nise the services rendered by the womenfolk
of this and every other conntry in the Brit-
ish Empire doring the war, and say that
these disnbilities and restrictions which have
been placed upon them in the past shall be,
removed. Let them take steps to see that
the women arc rendered eligible to take a
seat in the House, upon municipal bodies
and roads boards, and other representative
ingtitutions, In fire, let them see that the
sex disabilities are made to disappeaf, Let
the Government go in for a thorough-paced
policy of protecting the producers against the
profiteers. Let them see in future that our
arbitration laws are amended in such a way
that consideration will be given not only to
what the worker can live upon, but also to
what the employer can live upon. If it is a
good policy that the worker should have to
go into court and place unon the table the
whole of his cards, give evidence as to every
penny of expenditure that he ineurs from week
to week and year to year in order to live,
and go into the most minute details of his
dailv life, then it iz also 2 gnod pelicy as re-
gards the employer. If a limitation has to

That is what Mr. Hughes
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be placed upon the worker, let a similar lim-
itation be placed upon the employer. -Let
there be a limitation placed upon the profits
made in the commercial trade of the comntry,
Do the Government believe that the people
will be content to be reduced to a state
verging on poverty, and be compelled to
subsist uwpon less in the way of foodstuffs
tlian they have- been aceustomed to in the
past whilst, on the other hand, other men
are making unlimited weaith?t Will they not
gea that a limitation is placed upon a man’s
profit? Why should this be overlooked
merely because a man is placed in a certain
position in soeiety or occupies another in
the economic sphere of things which enables
bkim to extract huge profits from hiz fellow-
men? If the Government de mot realise
that, they have learnt nothing as a result

of the war. To-day this State, in common
with other States, is in. the backwash of
progress, Older countries of the world, to

which we have been wont to look as the
embodiment of Conservatism, have already
swept away some of the things I bave indi-
cated to-night, and bave realised what is due
t0 the people who have maintained their
national existence during the war period,
and towards whom their leaders have now
acted accordingly. To-day we are the most
haekward of any country in the world. We
are forther behind to-day in Australia in
many respects than old conservative Great
Britain. If anyone were tostand up and talk
about a 6-hour day he would be ealled a
Bolghevik. He wonld be charged with want-
ing to destroy our economie life. And yet
that is the position they have reached in
Great Britain. The world has shown to
an extent we could never have hoped for
in the course of a hundred years of peace
that the policy laid down and pursued for
a nember of years by the Labour party, that
of national control and ownership, is the only
sound and sunitable policy for any country.
Tha whole world, and every mation, adopted
the policy of national control, the Labour
party’s policy, when the crisis came. In
many respects in those countries they. will
never vield up that policy.

The Minister for Works:
gone a bit further,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They would have gone
further if it had vot been for men like those
sarrounding the hon. member. The war has
been the justification for labour in that re-
spect. The respongibility lies with the Pre-
mier, and unless he amends the Constitution
by means of & policy of soeial restriction and
constitntional reform, in the manner I have
indicated, we shall have disputes and indus-
trial unrest which will paralyse onr trade and
recur every week of our history. " No ome will
dispute the faet - that industrial troubles,
strikes, and cessations of work mean commer-
cial paralysis in many respects. No country
ean hope to make headway against such a
eohdition of things. Instead of sitting down
and merely eomplaining about it, yelling Bol-
ghevism and calling for the deportation of
this or that individual, wise and far-seeing

I wish they had

men would endeavour to probe to the root
and cause of the trouble, and take stepa to
introduee, by way of legislation or adminis-
tration, measures that would tend to re-
move the cause of these things, The diffi-
enlty will never be overcome by any other
means. Having regard to the faet that no
provision of the kind I have indicated is out-
lined in the Governor’s Speech, and that this
stands on the face of it condemned as a
policy totally and miserably inadequate, fol-
lowing upon some years of war, I have no
other ecourse, in order to clear the atmosphere
and test the position .of Ministers in this
House, than to move an amendment to the
Address-in-reply. Aceordingly, I move—
That the following be added to the

Address-in-reply:—*We regret, however,

that your present advisers do not possess

the econfidence of the House.’*!

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannang): T gecond the
amendment.

On motion by
journed. :

the Premier debate ad-

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham): The amendment which has just been
moved by the leader of the Opposition I must
accept as a motion of want of confidence in
the Government. T therefore move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m. on Thursday next.

Question put and pagsed.

" Houge adjourned al 8.43 pm.



